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Med graduate, Dan O’Connor, MD, 
launched an app utilizing Apple’s 
Research Kit to study sarcoidosis. 
This is the first app of its kind at 
Penn Medicine and, in addition 
to collecting data from enrolled 
participants, provides a myriad of 
resources to people with sarcoid-
osis all over the country, includ-
ing connecting them with local 
experts and support groups. An 
update of their work appears on 
page 22.  In addition, Carmela Vit-
torio, MD, Associate Professor and 
Vice Chair of Clinical Operations in 
Dermatology, Matt Zarkos, Penn 
Dermatology IT Manager, and Ilya 
Sharkansky, Penn Derm’s Senior 
Application Developer, in partner-
ship with Penn Medicine, will soon 
be launching a pilot program for an 
automated lab monitoring system 
to alert patients on high-risk med-
ications of upcoming lab appoint-
ments. This program should help 
improve patient compliance and 
outcomes while greatly reducing 
the burden on physicians and pro-
viders.  We look forward to sharing 
more about this exciting project in 
a future issue.

We are also fortunate to have our 
own faculty leaders paving the 
way and helping to improve staff 
and faculty wellness for those in 
the Penn Medicine Health Sys-
tem and beyond. As you’ll read 
on pages 14 and 15, Sarah Millar, 
PhD, Albert M. Kligman Endowed 
Professor and Vice Chair for Basic 

Science Research in Dermatology, 
recently received Penn Medicine’s 
prestigious FOCUS Award for her 
efforts to support the advance-
ment of women in academic med-
icine and to promote education 
and research in women’s health 
and women’s careers. Most re-
cently, she chaired a taskforce to 
help execute a number of items 
to accelerate the cause, includ-
ing adding on-site daycare for 
the medical campus, increasing 
transparency about salaries and 
space and finding ways to elimi-
nate biases in the work place. We 
are extremely proud of her efforts 
and know they will help promote 
faculty wellness for years to come.

Drs. John Stanley and Waine John-
son have taken perhaps the great-
est step toward stress reduction, 
and that is to formally retire from 
the department! Congratulations 
to both on their wonderful and ac-
complished careers. We are grate-
ful for their enduring support of 
the department. I personally am 
particularly grateful to Dr. Stanley 
for all of his support throughout 
my career.  Read more about their 
accomplishments on page 21.

Finally, another source of com-
fort is the generosity of donors 
who sponsor research, education 
and clinical efforts across the 
department. As we continue to 
struggle with an uncertain politi-
cal climate and tightening federal 

funding  resources, the  flexibility 
and support offered by our phil-
anthropic partners affords us the 
opportunity to continue pursuing 
groundbreaking work despite ex-
ternal challenges. We are thankful 
for the endorsement and support 
of all our donors. In fact, many of 
the breakthroughs you will read 
about in this issue were made pos-
sible by the charitable kindness of 
our patients, friends and partners.

Though we haven’t cracked the 
code entirely, I am encouraged by 
the work our department is doing 
to help reduce risk of physician 
burnout and to diminish common 
stressors in our field. The health 
and well-being of our faculty and 
staff are of great importance and 
we will continue to find ways to 
promote wellness and work life bal-
ance within the department and 
community. I look forward to work-
ing with all of you as we find more 
ways to chip away at this issue 
and implement lasting solutions 
to help restore a greater sense of 
wellness for years to come.

Sincerely,

George Cotsarelis, MD 

cotsarel@mail.med.upenn.edu 
215.898.3240

I hope everyone is enjoying their 
summer.  As we kick off a new aca-
demic year, we are thinking about 
strategic goals that we’d like to 
accomplish in the year ahead. A 
top priority is to promote staff and 
faculty wellness. In academic med-
icine, efforts to balance a tripar-
tite mission of advancing patient 
care, education and research, in 
addition to prioritizing personal 
lives and family obligations, can 
seem overwhelming. Communi-
ty dermatologists express sim-
ilar sentiments and frequently 
relay to me that the regulatory 
burden and increased hassle of 
running a practice has greatly di-
minished their joy in practicing 

dermatology. Add in the current 
political climate and shifting un-
certainties about healthcare re-
form, and not a day seems to go 
by without feeling uneasy about 
the future. All of these pressures 
create stress for everyone, and 
suddenly, our once composed 
specialty has become ground zero 
for burnout. Nationally, burnout 
among dermatologists has grown 
at rapid rates, rising to about 50%, 
up from 20% just a few short years 
ago.  

So, what can be done to help 
mitigate the symptoms of stress, 
without sacrificing our commit-
ment to drive innovation in patient 
care, education and research? To 
start, we are leveraging the exper-
tise of our departmental leaders 
by recently launching a Strategic 
Leadership Team, creating a fo-
cused dialogue among our Faculty 
and Administrative Leaders repre-
senting the three mission areas. 
We meet twice monthly to improve 
communication and alignment 
between the areas. The meeting 
serves as a forum to discuss is-
sues and come up with solutions. 

We also named David Margolis, 
MD, PhD, Professor of Dermatol-
ogy and Biostatistics & Epidemi-
ology, the Vice Chair for Faculty 
Affairs in our department. As part 
of this role, David meets with the 
faculty and provides feedback on 
their career paths, helping to ad-
dress the challenges they face in 

the promotion process. Since we 
are a part of the University, the 
promotion process can be daunt-
ing and quite complex. Fortunate-
ly, David has extensive experience 
in this area and his now formalized 
input is invaluable. He also heads 
up a new Perelman School of Med-
icine initiative to assist mentoring 
mid and senior level faculty, an en-
deavor that also benefits the de-
partment. 

In addition, we are leveraging 
technology. While the Electronic 
Medical Record (EMR) helps keep 
track of patients' medical records, 
time spent documenting in the 
EMR can be overwhelming. Under 
the leadership of Dr. Rick Wortzel, 
Penn Dermatology’s EMR Gover-
nance Committee, in partnership 
with Health System EMR team, 
has embarked on an Optimization 
Initiative to help improve quality of 
life, as it relates to the use of EMR. 
Online training workshops and 
personalized shoulder-to-shoul-
der guidance will help us utilize 
the EMR more efficiently.  We hope 
this new initiative will help reduce 
clicks and improve overall satisfac-
tion.

Our faculty are also leveraging 
new technology to help improve 
clinical and research outcomes.  
As you read in our last issue, Mi-
sha Rosenbach, MD, recently 
promoted to Associate Profes-
sor of Dermatology (congratula-
tions, Misha!), and recent Penn 

“The health and well-being of our faculty and staff are of great
importance and we will continue to find ways to promote wellness 
and work-life balance within the department and community.”

CHAIRMAN’S
MESSAGE

George Cotsarelis, MD 
Milton B. Hartzell Professor and Chairman
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sections with dyes for close observation under micro-
scopes.

Week 2: Skin Structure and Diseases
The following weekend allowed students to gain a 
more in-depth exposure to scientific testing strat-
egies. Participants learned about the various types 
of skin-associated microbes, their functions in skin 
health and disease, and the methods that scientists 
use to study them. Students also grew microbes from 
their own skin, tested them for antimicrobial resis-
tance and used polymerase chain reaction (PCR) to 
amplify the microbial DNA for further analyses. The 
Penn Next Generation Sequencing Core facility then 
sequenced their microbes’ DNA. 

Week 3: Techniques for Analyzing the Skin and 
its Microbes
In the third week of the program, students honed 
their scientific skills by performing experiments on 
their own DNA. They identified the exact microbial 
species that were living on their skin via agarose gel 
electrophoresis from their Week 2 preparations. Then, 
students analyzed these amplified sequences from 
Week 2 to identify bacterial strains through the com-
puter-based “BLAST searching method.” 

Students also learned how to extract DNA from skin 
cells and use the DNA samples to understand skin 
diseases. They discovered how to “cut out” cells from 
specialized slides with “Laser Capture Microdissec-
tion,” which uses a laser to collect them for analysis.

Students joined a dermatologist and two current 
Penn patients to discuss how skin diseases can af-
fect someone’s life. These firsthand accounts of how 
diseases were diagnosed and treated exemplified 
how research is directly translated into clinical care. 
Students asked questions about the science behind 
the diseases, how patients dealt with the emotional 
and medical implications and how Penn dermatology 
impacted their lives. 

Week 4: Bioethics and Skin Disease Diagnosis
The program concluded by diving into the intersec-
tion between bioethics and dermatology. Students 
participated in ethical discussions about real and 
hypothetical skin-related clinical cases. Then, using 
what they had learned in previous PASH sessions, 
students identified common skin diseases based 
on photos and microscopic images of the skin. The 
program concluded with a session on planning and 
preparing for the college application process and dis-
cussions on careers in science or medicine.  Skill build-
ing exercises focused on resume preparation, writing 
personal statements and interview skills.   

Overall, the program was very successful and feed-
back was uniformly positive. Three of the graduat-
ing PASH students have been selected for summer 

internships at Penn Dermatology where they will con-
tinue their immersion in science and medicine.

Many lab members, staff and faculty dedicated their 
time and expertise to make the program a success.  
The program was supported by the following pro-
fessionals:

Heather Butts, JD, MPH, MA, Founder, L.E.A.R.N. for 
Life Consulting; Adjunct Professor, Columbia Univer-
sity School of Public Health and St. John’s University 
School of Law

George Cotsarelis, MD, Milton B. Hartzell Professor 
and Chairman of Dermatology, University of Pennsyl-
vania

Elizabeth Grice, PhD, Assistant Professor of Derma-
tology, University of Pennsylvania

Tim Hahn, Web Developer, Department of Dermatolo-
gy, University of Pennsylvania

Lindsay Kalan, PhD, Postdoctoral Fellow, Department 
of Dermatology, University of Pennsylvania

Sarah E. Millar, PhD, Albert M. Kligman Professor of 
Dermatology, University of Pennsylvania

Christine Monteleon, PhD, Postdoctoral Fellow, De-
partment of Dermatology, University of Pennsylvania

DJ Moran, Graduate Student, Department of Derma-
tology, University of Pennsylvania

Temitayo Ogunleye, MD, Assistant Professor of Der-
matology, University of Pennsylvania

Deepa Patel, Medical Student, University of Louisville

Stephen Prouty, PhD, Director of Histology Core, 
Penn Skin Biology and Diseases Resource-based Cen-
ter and Department of Dermatology

Todd Ridky MD, PhD, Assistant Professor of Derma-
tology, University of Pennsylvania

John T. Seykora MD, PhD, Associate Professor of 
Dermatology, University of Pennsylvania

Jamie Shuda, EdD, Director of Life Sciences Outreach, 
Institute of Regenerative Medicine, Netter Center for 
Community Partnerships, University of Pennsylvania

John Stanley, MD, Professor of Dermatology, Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania

Maria Torres, Administrative Coordinator, Department 
of Dermatology, University of Pennsylvania

SBDRC PENN ACADEMY 
FOR SKIN HEALTH
Local students acquire hands-on lab experience and gain exposure to derma-
tology to learn how research and clinical care interact.

Dr. Christine Monteleon, post-doctoral fellow in Dr. John Seykora’s lab, lectures about the day’s itinerary to excited PASH students.

The Penn Academy for Skin Health (PASH) held its 
first Saturday Academy Program in spring 2017. This 
community outreach program introduces local Phil-
adelphia public high school students to science 
through clinical and investigative dermatology. The 
program is sponsored by our Skin Biology & Disease 
Resource-based Center (SBDRC) research grant 
and our department. The Center Director is Sar-
ah E. Millar, PhD, Albert M. Kligman Professor and 
Vice-Chair for Basic Research and the Co-Director is 
George Cotsarelis, MD, Milton B. Hartzell Chair of 
Dermatology. The SBDRC is funded by the National 
Institute of Arthritis and Musculoskeletal and Skin 
Diseases/NIH with a $4M grant over 5 years. The 
Center aims to promote research in skin biology and 
skin diseases to expedite translation of basic find-
ings to clinical practice by facilitating interactions 
between investigators, supporting innovative and  

interdisciplinary projects and bringing new investiga-
tors into the field. 

Held over four consecutive Saturdays in March and 
April, several of our faculty, trainees and staff volun-
teered to provide local students with hands-on expe-
rience in the lab. Students participated in a bioethical 
debate and a conversation session with Penn stu-
dents, which allowed them to gain further exposure 
to dermatology and learn how research and clinical 
care interact. An overview of the program appears 
below.

Week 1: The Skin Microbiome
This module examined differences between normal 
skin composition and skin diseases such as acne, 
psoriasis and eczema. Students also learned about 
their own internal skin composition by staining tissue 
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REAPPOINTMENT OF 
DR. COTSARELIS 
AS CHAIRMAN OF 
PENN DERMATOLOGY

In March, the Perelman School of Medicine reappointed Dr. George 
Cotsarelis for a second six-year term as Chair of the Department 
of Dermatology. This reappointment followed a review process that 
included an extensive self-study, followed by an internal committee 
review and an external review by three international leaders in the 
dermatology field.

Under the leadership of Dr. Cotsarelis, the Department has evolved 
from being a leading department to arguably one of the top Depart-
ments of Dermatology in the country. Over the past five years, there 
has been a 60% increase in the size of the faculty, a three-fold in-
crease in new patient visits, a five-fold increase in the clinical op-
erating margin and a 30% increase in sponsored program research 
expenditures. The residency program continues to be widely recog-
nized as one of the best in the country. Faculty and reviewers com-
mented that Dr. Cotsarelis “is an outstanding leader” and “stellar 
chair.” They praised his vision and noted the strong morale among 
faculty in the Department.

The review affirmed that the Department of Dermatology provides 
world-class patient care across the range of clinical services, with 
particular strengths in complex medical dermatology, cutaneous 
T-cell lymphoma and autoimmune disorders. Reviewers also noted 
the successful recruitment of early career scientists who are well 
poised for accomplishment. Specific research strengths highlighted 
include the epidemiology of dermatological conditions, clinical re-
search on psoriasis, regenerative medicine, among others. The re-
view also provided an opportunity to discuss how best to support 
the faculty during a time of rapid growth, and to foster faculty en-
gagement and advancement across the Department. 

Janet A. Fairley, MD, 41st Annual Morris H. Samitz Lecturer.

41ST ANNUAL M.H. SAMITZ
LECTURESHIP IN CUTANEOUS MEDICINE
The Forty-First Annual M.H. Samitz Lectureship in 
Cutaneous Medicine was held on November 3, 2016 
at the University of Pennsylvania. The annual Samitz 
Lectureship honors Dr. Morris H. Samitz, a gifted cli-
nician and educator with a great passion for derma-
tology. He was a popular, devoted teacher who con-
nected with his students and inspired them during 
his many years at Penn Dermatology. Dr. Samitz was 
also a gifted clinician and served as Philadelphia’s 
premiere dermatologist. His advice was sought after 
frequently by those with complex problems. For his 
expertise and warm, caring personality, he was loved 
and esteemed by patients, students and colleagues. 

This lectureship was driven by the admiration of Dr. 
Samitz’s students and colleagues. Upon his retire-
ment in 1975, they came together and raised funds 
to start an endowment for this lectureship. Dr. Samitz 
was touched by their enthusiasm and appreciative of 
their tribute. Penn continues to use this lectureship 
as an honor to Dr. Samitz’s legacy. 

The event featured speaker Janet A. Fairley, MD, 
who presented “Lessons Learned from Bullous Pem-
phigoid.” Dr. Fairley is the John S. Strauss Professor 
and Chair of the Department of Dermatology at the 
University of Iowa. She completed medical school, 
residency training and a research fellowship at the 
University of Michigan. Dr. Fairley’s research and clin-
ical interests include autoimmune skin diseases and 
cutaneous manifestations of systemic illness. Dr. 
Fairley serves as a director of the American Board of 
Dermatology, Executive committee of the Dermatol-
ogy Foundation and a member of the American Der-
matological Association. She also recently completed 
a term as the president of the Medical Dermatology 
Society and the board of the Society of Investigative 
Dermatology. 

Dr. Fairley has authored over 110 publications and her 
expertise in bullous pemphigoid and other autoim-
mune diseases has helped shape the field over the 
past few decades, especially as her research and dis-
coveries have highlighted the important role of the 
IgE class of autoantibodies in disease processes. We 
were thrilled to host Dr. Fairley as the Forty-First An-
nual M.H. Samitz Lecturer.

(from left to right) Mr. Joel Samitz, Dr. Justine Cohen, Mr. Miles 
Cohen, Mrs. Phyllis Samitz-Cohen, Dr. Steven Cohen, Dr. Janet 

Fairley, & Dr. George Cotsarelis.

Janet A. Fairley, MD, 41st Annual Morris H. Samitz Lecturer &
George Cotsarelis, MD, Professor and Chair of Dermatology. 
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PENN CUTANEOUS
PATHOLOGY SERVICES

INTERNATIONALLY 
RECOGNIZED 
DERMATOPATHOLOGISTS

FAST TURNAROUND TIME

IMMUNOFLUORESCENCE AND 
ELISA TESTING

6 Dermatopathologists with Specialties including:

• Melanoma & Melanocytic Lesions
• Pediatric Dermatology
• Alopecia
• Adnexal Tumors
• Genetic Skin Diseases
• Nail Disorders & Histopathology of the Nail Unit
• Tropical & Infectious Dermatologic Conditions
• Cutaneous Lymphoma

Oral Pathologist with specialties in:

• Inflammatory & Autoimmune Mucosal Lesions, Oral 
Preneoplasia and Cancer

SUPPORT AN EXCEPTIONAL HISTORY OF EDUCATION, RESEARCH 
AND THE HIGHEST STANDARD IN PATIENT CARE

A facility of the University of Pennsylvania Health Systems

866.
DERM.
LAB

initial discovery, they have found additional factors 
actually produced by the regenerating hair follicle to 
convert the surrounding myofibroblasts to regener-
ate as fat instead of forming a scar. The fat will not 
form without the new hairs, but once it does, the new 
cells are indistinguishable from the pre-existing fat 
cells, giving the healed wound a natural look instead 
of leaving a scar. 

Researchers identified a factor called Bone Morpho-
genetic Protein (BMP) that sends signals from the hair 
to the fat cells, the signal instructing myofibroblasts 
to become fat. The signaling was groundbreaking on 
its own, as it changed what was previously known 
about myofibroblasts. “Typically, myofibroblasts were 
thought to be incapable of becoming a different type 
of cell,” Cotsarelis said. “But our work shows we have 
the ability to influence these cells, and that they can 
be efficiently and stably converted into adipocytes.” 
This was shown in both the mouse and human keloid 
cells grown in culture. 

“The findings show we have a window of opportunity 
after wounding to influence the tissue to regenerate 
rather than scar,” said the study’s lead author Maksim 
Plikus, PhD, an assistant professor of Developmental 
and Cell Biology at the University of California, Irvine. 
Plikus began this research as a postdoctoral fellow 
in the Cotsarelis Laboratory at Penn, and the two 
institutions have continued to collaborate since. 

These discoveries have the potential to be revo-
lutionary in the field of dermatology. The first and 
most obvious use would be to develop a therapy 
that signals myofibroblasts to convert into adipo-
cytes, a highly desirable yet unmet need. Additional  
applications for the increase of fat cells in tissues can 
be used in healing as adipocyte loss treatments for 
diseases such as HIV as well as anti-aging. The Cot-
sarelis Lab is now focusing on the mechanisms that 
promote skin regeneration, especially with respect to 
hair follicle regeneration. The Plikus Laboratory is fo-
cusing on other aspects of cell reprogramming in skin 
wounds. Researchers there are examining the role of 
other signaling factors beyond BMP as well as con-
ducting further studies using human cells and human 
scar tissue.

Funding for this research was provided by an NIH 
grant (R01-AR055209), an NIH Skin Disease Research 
Core grant (P30-AR057217) and the Edward and Fan-
nie Gray Hall Center for Human Appearance. Mice 
were generated with the Transgenic Mouse Core of 
the Penn Diabetes Research Center (DK19525).

For more information about supporting this research, 
please contact Caitlin Crowe Doelp at 215.746.2167 
or ccrowe@upenn.edu.

ELECTRONIC INTERFACING

(866.337.6522)

Cutting-edge research on wound repair provides a groundbreaking method to 
manipulate wounds to heal as regenerated skin rather than scar tissue.

USING FAT TO HELP WOUNDS 
HEAL WITHOUT SCARS 

Pictured above: De novo adipocytes only form around neogenic hair follicles during wound heal-
ing. (a-c) Histological sections and and wholemount images of skin stained to detect Keratin 
14-positive follicular epithelium (blue) and adipocytes (orange) at indicated post wounding days 
(PWD). Neogenic adipocytes first appear adjacent to neogenic hair follicles PWD23 and increase 
in number and size over the next few days. Wholemount skin (3 right panels) from wounds of 
K14-Cre;R26R mice show lacZ-positive hair follicles (blue) and juxtaposed adipocytes. (b, c) Skin 
viewed from the undersurface 5.5 months PW. De novo adipocytes form and persist exclusive-
ly around neogenic hair follicles, which arise in the center of the wound. (d) Diagram of the adi-
pogenic culture assay. (e) Cultured dermal cells isolated from wounds with neogenic hair follicles 
differentiated into Bodipy-positive (green) adipocytes, while cultured dermal cells from wounds 
lacking neogenic follicles did not form fat. (f) Quantitation of adipocytes as percentage of total 
cultured dermal cells from haired and hairless wounds at different times. (g) In vitro adipogenesis 
confirmed by differential expression of WAT-specific genes, Zfp423, Pparg2, adiponectin, resistin. 
Size bars: a, e – 20μm; b, c - 1mm.

Doctors have found a way to ma-
nipulate wounds to heal as re-
generated skin rather than scar 
tissue. With this method, the 
most common cell type found in 
wounds is transformed into fat 
cells. This was previously thought 
to be an impossible course of 
recovery. Researchers, led by  
George Cotsarelis, MD, Milton B. 
Hartzell Professor and Chairman 
of Dermatology, began this work 
at Penn Dermatology, which led to 
a large-scale, multi-year study in 
connection with the Plikus Labo-
ratory for Developmental Regen-
erative Biology at the University 
of California, Irvine. The results of 
this collaboration were published 
online in Science’s January 2017 
issue.

Fat cells, or adipocytes, are nor-
mally found in the skin, but are 
lost when a wound heals as a scar. 
Myofibroblasts are the most com-
mon cells found in healing wounds 
and were thought to only form a 
scar when they heal. In addition, 
scar tissue does not have hair fol-
licles associated with it, another 
aspect that gives it an abnormal 
appearance from the rest of the 
skin. These characteristics of heal-
ing and scarring formed the basis 
of this research, changing the 
already present myofibroblasts 
into fat cells that do not cause  
scarring. 

“Essentially, we can manipulate 
wound healing so that it leads 
to skin regeneration rather than 
scarring,” said Dr. Cotsarelis, 
the principal investigator of the  
project. He adds that “the secret 
is to regenerate hair follicles first. 

After that, the fat will regenerate 
in response to the signals from 
those follicles.”

The study showed that hair and 

fat develop separately, but not 
independently. Hair follicles form 
first and the Cotsarelis lab previ-
ously discovered factors neces-
sary for their formation. Since this 

Figure 1. De novo adipocytes only form around neogenic hair follicles during wound healing. (a-c) Histological 
sections and and wholemount images of skin stained to detect Keratin 14-positive follicular epithelium (blue) 
and adipocytes (orange) at indicated post wounding days (PWD). Neogenic adipocytes first appear adjacent to 
neogenic hair follicles PWD23 and increase in number and size over the next few days. Wholemount skin (3 
right panels) from wounds of K14-Cre;R26R mice show lacZ-positive hair follicles (blue) and juxtaposed adipo-
cytes. (b, c) Skin viewed from the undersurface 5.5 months PW. De novo adipocytes form and persist exclu-
sively around neogenic hair follicles, which arise in the center of the wound. (d) Diagram of the adipogenic cul-
ture assay. (e) Cultured dermal cells isolated from wounds with neogenic hair follicles differentiated into 
Bodipy-positive (green) adipocytes, while cultured dermal cells from wounds lacking neogenic follicles did not 
form fat. (f) Quantitation of adipocytes as percentage of total cultured dermal cells from haired and hairless 
wounds at different times. (g) In vitro adipogenesis confirmed by differential expression of WAT-specific genes, 
Zfp423, Pparg2, adiponectin, resistin.
Size bars: a, e – 20µm; b, c - 1mm. 
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are showing that individuals of Af-
rican-American descent, in which 
the filaggrin mutation is not iden-
tified, are more likely to present 
with a mutation in the filaggrin 2 
gene. In addition, Dr. Margolis has 
gained continued funding to look 
at an immune-based portion of 
the genome to see how it relates 
to AD. Dr. Chiesa Fuxench’s cur-
rent work in AD/eczema includes 
multiple clinical and epidemiolog-
ical studies, with focuses rang-
ing from evaluation of the risk of 
cancer in AD to the prevalence 
of dry eye disease in this popula-
tion. Dr. Chiesa Fuxench has also 
been involved in a pivotal phase 
III clinical trial using dupilumab, a 
biologic-based injection drug that 
inhibits the actions of both IL-4 
and IL-13, cytokines involved in im-
mune responses, and shows great 
promise for disease treatment in 
AD/eczema.

Dr. Margolis serves as the chair 
of the monitoring committee 
that oversees many of the clini-
cal trials of dupilumab. He shared 
that clinical trials of dupilumab, 
the first FDA-approved systemic 
treatment for the management 
of adult patients with atopic der-
matitis who are not well controlled 
with topical corticosteroids or 

calcineurin inhibitors, “have exhib-
ited a high safety profile thus far, 
and appear to show marked im-
provement in moderate to severe 
atopic dermatitis patients.” Dr. 
Margolis  adds that, “serious side 
effects were rarely seen in the 
participants of the clinical trials 
of atopic dermatitis used for FDA 
approval.” Overall, treatment with 
dupilumab has been correlated 
with a reduction in clinical and in-
flammatory markers. By shedding 
light on the pathogenesis driv-
ing atopic dermatitis, dupilumab 
shows promise in future advanc-
es towards effective control and 
treatment of this disease. 

With the goal of improving the 
care of adult patients with this 
debilitating disease, Dr. Margol-
is and Dr. Chiesa Fuxench have 
partnered to develop a specialty 
clinic tailored to the needs of this 
patient population. The Eczema/
Atopic Dermatitis specialty clinic 
at Penn was created for patients 
with eczema/atopic dermatitis, pri-
marily those with more complex 
forms of the disease who require 
multidisciplinary management. Dr. 
Chiesa Fuxench explained that 
“the ultimate goal of the clinic 
is to foster collaborations with 
other specialties, such as sleep  

medicine, allergy and immunology, 
and ophthalmology, as the disease 
often contributes to other symp-
toms such as poor sleep quality.”  
She also excitedly shared that “a 
plan is in the works for developing 
an interdisciplinary program with 
CHOP to create an atopic dermati-
tis interest group that focuses on 
pediatric patients and transition 
of care for patients as they reach 
adulthood.”

In summary, while atopic derma-
titis/eczema is in many cases a 
chronic, life-long disease with sig-
nificant morbidity, the future for 
patients suffering from this dis-
ease appears promising. 

We encourage physicians or pa-
tients with atopic dermatitis/ecze-
ma who are interested in learning 
more about the atopic dermatitis 
program, including current clinical 
trials program in AD/eczema, to 
reach out directly to the Clinical 
Studies Unit (anja.jones@uphs.
upenn.edu).  For those interested 
in learning more about Dr. Margo-
lis’s genetic studies specifically, 
please reach out to Ole Hoffstad 
(hoffstad@mail.med.upenn.edu). 

ATOPIC DERMATITIS: 
A-TOPIC OF GREAT CONCERN
Penn Dermatology physicians are focusing efforts on study-
ing the causes of this common disease, aiming to improve 
care for AD patients.

Atopic dermatitis (AD), or eczema, is a chronic, episodic, itchy inflammatory disease of 
complex etiology involving multiple genetic, immune and environmental mechanisms. The 
disease is estimated to affect 15-30% of children and 5-10% of adults wordwide.1,2 Usually 
self-diagnosed, AD/eczema presents with symptoms that almost always include scaly, 
red patches and plaques primarily located on the folds of the elbows and knees, though 
lesions may also occur virtually anywhere else on the body. Other illnesses may present 
alongside AD/eczema including asthma, hay fever and/or food allergies. While childhood 
patients with AD often experience improvement of their symptoms with time, many will 
continue to experience the persistence of the disease throughout adulthood.3  

The pathogenesis of AD has been linked to alterations in skin barrier function and immu-
nologic abnormalities, yet the exact cellular and molecular mechanisms of the disease 
remain poorly understood.  Two seemingly competing theories have been developed to 
explain the cause of AD/eczema: (1) the ‘Outside-In’ theory, which suggests the disease 
is caused by impaired skin barrier function leading to penetration of foreign agents and 
subsequent immune activation, and (2) the ‘Inside-Out’ hypothesis, which suggests a pri-
marily immune imbalance creates an impaired skin barrier defect.  

Understanding the cause of AD/eczema is imperative as this can help physicians de-
termine a proper course of treatment. The majority of patients with AD/eczema will be 
adequately managed with use of a gentle skin care regimen, emollients, and/or topical 
corticosteroids or calcineurin inhibitors. However, patients with moderate-to-severe AD 
will usually require additional forms of treatment, including light therapy and/or systemic 
medications such as corticosteroids or other immunosuppressive therapies like cyclospo-
rine or methotrexate.

Furthermore, there is consensus in the literature that these therapies are of limited effi-
cacy and in some cases their side effect profiles might even prohibit their use in some pa-
tients. Thus, there is an unmet need to develop newer, more efficacious, safer treatment 
options for patients with this disease, which can only result by way of developing a more 
concrete understanding of the etiology, pathogenesis and epidemiology of AD/eczema.4-6

With this in mind, two physicians in the Penn Dermatology department, David Margolis, 
MD, PhD and Zelma Chiesa Fuxench, MD, are focusing their teams’ current research 
efforts on studying the epidemiology and causes of AD/eczema as well as engaging in 
clinical trial work to improve the care of patients with this disease. Dr. Margolis’s current 
research efforts are primarily focused on understanding the genetic basis and natural 
history of AD/eczema. Dr. Chiesa Fuxench focuses her clinical research work primarily on 
the epidemiological and clinical study of inflammatory skin diseases, with particular inter-
est in atopic dermatitis and is actively involved in the conduction of multiple clinical trials 
on this disease.

Dr. Margolis’s AD/eczema studies began with the first study focused on a gene asso-
ciated with this disease called filaggrin. “Results of the study showed that individuals 
with this skin barrier gene were two to three times more likely to have atopic dermatitis 
than those who did not [have the gene mutation],” explained Dr. Margolis. Further studies 

References:
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Pictured Above: 
 
David Margolis, MD, PhD, 
Professor of Dermatology and 
Biostatistics & Epidemiology, 
Vice Chair of Faculty Affairs 
and Zelma Chiesa Fuxench, 
MD, Assistant Professor of 
Dermatology, continue re-
search efforts aimed towards 
improving clinical care for pa-
tients with Atopic Dermatitis.
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Dermatopathology Fellows

CHOP Pediatric Derm Fellows

Procedural Dermatology Fellow

 Christina Del Guzzo, MD
Medical School: Columbia University Col-
lege of Physicians and Surgeons
Internship: Memorial Sloan Kettering Can-
cer Center

 Kevin Gaddis, MD
Medical School: University of Oklahoma

Residency: University of Minnesota

 Laura Taylor, MD
Medical School: George Washington

Residency: Hospital of the University of 
Pennsylvania

 Aditi Murthy, MD
Medical School: University of Pennsylvania 
Perelman School of Medicine

Residency: University of California, San 
Francisco

 Joy Wan, MD
Medical School: University of Pennsylvania 
Perelman School of Medicine

Residency: Hospital of the University of 
Pennsylvania

 Mehul Bhatt, MD, MBA
Medical School: Harvard Medical School

Residency: Albert Einstein College of Med-
icine

CTCL Fellow

HAILS & FAREWELLS
HAIL TO OUR 2017 INCOMING RESIDENTS AND FELLOWS

FUTURE ENDEAVORS OF GRADUATING RESIDENTS & FELLOWS
Scarlett Boulos, MD (fellow):  Private Practice in Houston, TX
Filiberto Cedeno-Laurent, MD, PhD (resident):  Opening new practice with a plastic surgeon in Katy, TX
Alexandra Flamm, MD (fellow):  Joining faculty at Penn State Hershey in Hershey, PA
Sotonye Imadojemu, MD, MBE (resident):  Joining faculty at Brigham & Women’s Hospital in Boston, MA
Matthew LeBoeuf, MD, PhD (resident):  Completing a Mohs Surgery Fellowship at the University of Vermont in Burlington, VT
Eduardo Moioli, MD (fellow):  Joining faculty at the University of Chicago in Chicago, IL
Lauren Orenstein, MD (resident):  Joining faculty at Temple University in Philadelphia, PA
Vishwas Parekh, MD (fellow):  Joining faculty at the City of Hope Medical Center in Duarte, CA
Waqas Shaikh, MD, MPH (resident):  Completing Mohs & dermatologic oncology fellowship at MD Anderson in Houston, TX
Katherine Steele, MD (resident):  Joining faculty at University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia, PA
JiAde (Jeff) Yu, MD (fellow):  Joining faculty at Massachusetts General Hospital in Boston, MA

 

First Year Residents
Ashwin Agarwal, MD
Medical School: Duke University School of 
Medicine
Internship: Scripps Mercy Hospital

 Sara Berg, MD
(Former CTCL Fellow)

Medical School: University of Pennsylva-
nia Perelman School of Medicine
Internship: Pennsylvania Hospital

 Lucas Cavallin, MD, PhD
Medical School: University of Miami Miller 
School of Medicine
Internship: Jackson Memorial Hospital / 
University of Miami Miller SOM

 David Dunaway, MD
Medical School: LSU New Orleans
Internship: Hospital of the University of 
Pennsylvania

 Courtney Rubin, MD
Medical School: University of Pennsylva-
nia Perelman School of Medicine
Internship: Pennsylvania Hospital

 Robert Smith, MD
Medical School: University of Pennsylva-
nia Perelman School of Medicine
Internship: The Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia

John Stanley, MD, 
33nd Annual Donald M. Pillsbury Lecturer. 

33RD ANNUAL 
PILLSBURY
LECTURESHIP
The 33rd Annual Pillsbury Lectureship in Dermatolo-
gy was held on May 25, 2017 at the Perelman School 
of Medicine at the University of Pennsylvania. John 
Stanley, MD, Professor Emeritus and renowned 
member of the Penn Dermatology faculty for 22 years, 
presented the lecture entitled, “Discovery Through In-
quisitiveness.” 

Dr. Stanley received his B.A., summa cum laude in 
physics from Cornell University in 1970 and his med-
ical degree from Harvard Medical School in 1974. He 
completed residencies and fellowships in dermatolo-
gy at New York University, then as a Visiting Scientist 
in the Dermatology Branch at the National Institutes 
of Health. He has been a professor of Dermatology at 
the Uniformed Services University of the Health Sci-
ences and a Senior Investigator in the Dermatology 
Branch of the National Cancer Institute. 

Dr. Stanley has held multiple faculty, hospital and ad-
ministrative appointments throughout his career. In 
addition to his extensive research, he has received 
numerous awards and honors for his work, including 
the Stephen Rothman Award from the Society for 
Investigative Dermatology, the Marion B. Sulzberger 
Memorial Award Lectureship from the American Acad-
emy of Dermatology, as well as Honorary Member of 
the Japanese Dermatological Association, Deutsche 
Dermatologiische Gesellschaft and the European So-
ciety for Dermatological Research. Dr. Stanley was 
also elected to the American Society for Clinical In-
vestigation, The Association of American Physicians 
and the National Academy of Medicine of the United 
States over the course of his remarkable career.

Dr. Stanley contributed a significant amount of ser-
vice not only to Penn Dermatology, having served 
as a member of our faculty for decades and the for-
mer Milton B. Hartzell Professor and Chairman from 
1995-2010, but also to the field itself. His clinical and 
research expertise has resonated among many as it 
has focused on understanding the pathophysiology 
of autoimmune blistering diseases of the skin. During 
his tenure, he has made ground-breaking discoveries 
in molecularly cloning the autoantigens involved in 
the life-threatening autoimmune blistering diseases, 
pemphigus, and pemphigoid. His contributions have 
been vital to the Penn Dermatology community. 

Dr. Stanley is a gifted dermatologist and has had a 
uniquely impressive career, one that he attributed in 
part to action fueled by his own curiosities, a mes-
sage he hoped to pass on to the audience. He left 
lecture attendees feeling invigorated and excited 
about their capabilities and futures in research and 
medicine. We were thrilled to hear his story as our 33rd 

Annual Pillsbury Lecturer. 

John Stanley, MD and George Cotsarelis, MD,
Professor and Chairman of Dermatology. 

Graduating Residents (from left to right) Sotonye Imadojemu, MD, 
MBE; Waqas Shaikh, MD, MPH; Lauren Orenstein, MD; Matthew 

LeBoeuf, MD, PhD; Katherine Steele, MD; Filiberto
Cedeno-Laurent, MD, PhD.
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Sarah Millar, PhD mentoring Dr. Donna 
Brennan-Crispi, PhD, one of her lab 
members.

faculty salaries and research 
space allocation; and greater 
consideration of, and attention to 
compensate for, unconscious or 
implicit biases.

With the support of J. Larry James-
on, MD, PhD, Dean of the Perelman 
School of Medicine and Executive 
Vice President of the University 
of Pennsylvania for the Health 
system, every item on Dr. Millar’s 
group’s list became an action item. 

Millar chaired a taskforce to iden-
tify a vendor for the childcare 
center, which was already a part 
of the school’s strategic plan, 
working with other faculty and ad-
ministrators and a consultant to 
visit and evaluate local centers. 
The taskforce presented its top-
choice vendors to Penn Medicine 
leadership, and a daycare facility 
on Penn’s medical campus is pro-
jected to open in January 2019, 
supplementing the existing Penn 
Children’s Center. The on-site 
childcare center for Penn Medicine 
may help female faculty better 
manage an extra juggling act that 
could limit some opportunities for 
professional progress: Studies 
show that women often have dis-
proportionate family caregiving 
roles, which might cut into their 
available time to match male col-
leagues’ extra hours spent in the 
office or lab, or networking.

Addressing unconscious biases 
remains an area of ongoing effort 
and awareness-raising. Dr. Mil-
lar said that everyone, men and 
women, can benefit from taking 
implicit bias tests created by Har-
vard researchers who study the 
phenomenon. Implicit biases are 
unconscious and can’t be readily 
eliminated, Millar noted, and they 
have disproportionate effects on 
minorities compared to women, 
but the first step toward correct-
ing them in any context is know-
ing that they exist and taking 
deliberate steps to compensate in 
actions and decisions.

Although she considers herself a 
lifelong feminist and supporter of 
women, “I have to remind myself 
to be aware of implicit bias when-
ever I’m making a decision,” Millar 
said. “And I’m making decisions 
all the time as a vice chair, chair-
ing search committees, being on 
committees that select presti-
gious speakers at conferences.” 
To compensate for her own implicit 
biases, she often makes a double 
effort for such decisions, includ-
ing seeking out qualified women. 
She also speaks up on commit-
tees when asked to review a list of 
predominantly or exclusively male 
names that were submitted for an 
opportunity. Speaking up is not 
easy, though she said she often 
receives thanks from other wom-
en on the committees afterward, 
something she finds heartening 
and hopes will lead to more people 
of all backgrounds speaking up for 
equality in the future.

Dr. Millar’s attention to uncon-
scious biases also extended be-
yond Penn’s campus to the arena 
of scientific publications. In 2016, 
together with Anh Le, DDS, PhD, 
Chair of Oral and Maxillofacial Sur-
gery at Penn’s School of Dental 
Medicine, Dr. Millar co-organized a 
symposium on gender bias in aca-
demic publishing at Penn. Editors 
from several of the most presti-
gious journals attended and dis-
cussed trends they observed by 
analyzing their own publications.

“The Symposium raised aware-
ness among the editors and 
among faculty and trainees here, 
that gender bias in publishing ex-
ists,” Dr. Millar said. “I think that for 
some of the journals, this prob-
lem has been acknowledged and 
is being addressed, and in some 
it hadn’t been. Our hope and  
perception was that the Sympo-
sium stimulated some of that con-
versation at the journals.”

Transparency about salaries and 
space allocation soon came into 

sharper focus too. Before Dr. Mil-
lar and her group sought great-
er transparency about salaries, 
they already suspected there 
was a problem. The Penn Alma-
nac publishes annual aggregate 
data about salaries that suggest-
ed women and men don’t receive 
equal pay for similar faculty re-
sponsibilities. Under the leader-
ship of Eve Higginbotham, SM, 
MD, Vice Dean for Diversity and 
Inclusion at the Perelman School, 
the Office of Inclusion and Diversi-
ty converted existing data about 
salaries into a reportable, anony-
mous form to show trends. Data 
about research space was also 
compiled and released.

Millar received the 2016 FOCUS 
Award for the Advancement of 
Women in Medicine in recognition 
of her efforts in these areas. 

Adapted from article written by 
Rachel Ewing for PennMedicine 
News Blog.

FOCUS AWARD:
DR. SARAH MILLAR

FOCUS on Health & Leadership for Women (FOCUS) award recipient, Sarah Millar, PhD.

Dr. Sarah Millar demonstrates her commitment to advancing the position of women 
in health and medicine, receiving the 2016 FOCUS Award for the Advancement of 
Women in Medicine. 

In January, the Women’s March 
on Washington swathed the U.S. 
Capital in pink, as a crowd of ap-
proximately half a million protest-
ers gathered to support a variety 
of progressive agendas headlined 
by women’s rights. That weekend, 
several million people participated 
across the world, with more than 
100 sister marches across the 
U.S. and on all seven continents. 
The Women’s March efforts and 
events undoubtedly represent a 
change in the tides for the wom-
en’s rights movement.

“One of the biggest challenges 
that we have had in continuing to 
make progress for women in med-
icine is convincing women, espe-
cially younger women, that there is 
still a problem,” Sarah Millar, PhD, 
explained to Penn Interviewer Ra-
chel Ewing earlier this year.  Dr. Mil-
lar, the Albert M. Kligman Endowed 
Professor and Vice Chair for Basic 
Science Research in Dermatology, 

realized there is still a very real 
need to take action. Though she 
began actively working to address 
barriers to women’s equality in ac-
ademic medicine just a few years 
ago, Dr. Millar has always been 
interested in these issues and 
has successfully mentored young 
women from early on in her career. 

Beginning in 2012, Dr. Millar con-
vened a group of colleagues to 
meet informally and discuss areas 
where they felt they could make 
progress. That meeting occurred 
in the context of longstanding ef-
forts to address gender equality at 
Penn and across academic medi-
cine. FOCUS on Health & Leader-
ship for Women (FOCUS) has been 
an active program at Perelman 
since the 1990s, working to sup-
port the advancement of women in  
academic medicine and to promote 
education and research inwom-
en’s health and women’s careers. 
Medical student classes and doc-

toral programs in biological scienc-
es today generally include equal 
numbers of men and women, but 
as women move up through the 
ranks in academic medicine, their 
representation shrinks. 

“It’s actually a relatively easy issue 
to address because there is a pipe-
line,” Millar said. “You have wom-
en getting educated, you have 
them going to medical school and 
graduate school and getting ten-
ure track positions in reasonable 
numbers. It’s much more feasible 
to address the issues underlying 
this imbalance once you recognize 
their existence.”

So when Millar’s group got to-
gether, they brainstormed specif-
ic ideas to correct the imbalances 
and remove remaining barriers 
to women’s advancement. They 
came up with a list: an on-site 
daycare for the medical cam-
pus; greater transparency about  
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Joining July 2016 Joining July 2016

 Mary Beth Forte
Promoted to Manager of Faculty Affairs

and Education

 Caryn Ellis
Promoted to Practice Manager at Penn 

Medicine University City

 Raqueebah Gee
Promoted to Practice Manager of

Dermatopathology

STAFF SPOTLIGHT

PARTNERING WITH
PENNDERM

Pilot Research Projects- 
Honoring Leaders
As the oldest dermatology department in the coun-
try, Penn Dermatology has been shaped by many 
great leaders whose legacies live on through their sci-
entific breakthroughs. Established in 1874 by Dr. Louis 
Duhring, Penn Dermatology follows the traditions of 
many great 19th and 20th century physician research-
ers who worked collaboratively and across disciplines, 
such as with the engineering school. As a contributor 
to pilot research projects in cutaneous regeneration, 
Penn investigators gain the ability to impact patients 
worldwide with novel approaches to skin diseases, in-
novative treatments and the potential for cures.

Fellowship Training Programs- 
Supporting New Investigators
Penn Dermatology’s training programs attract the 
most outstanding candidates, developing leaders in 
dermatologic research, academic and clinical derma-
tology. Funds directed toward fellowship training pro-
grams guarantee Penn Dermatology’s long tradition 
of educating exceptional scientists and clinicians.

Endowed Professorships- 
Rewarding Innovation
Supporting the work of Penn’s physician scientists 
is of utmost priority. Endowed professorships in in-
vestigative dermatology provide Penn Dermatology 
with the ability to retain and attract exceptional fac-
ulty. For decades, Penn’s preeminent dermatologists 
and researchers consistently receive recognition for 
excellence in patient care, research discoveries and 
education. Endowed professorships are instrumental 
in permanently recognizing the dedication of the de-
partment’s faculty and their important work.

Laboratories and Research Facilities- 
Promoting Scientific Advancement
Research space is of great necessity. New laborato-
ries and instruments provide the path to great dis-
coveries. With the right resources, Penn Dermatolo-
gy will develop a cutaneous regeneration and tissue 
engineering effort focused on developing new treat-
ments for skin disorders.

Private philanthropy meets funding needs not covered by government grants or insurance reimbursements. 
Your donation enables us to break new ground and to improve upon existing therapies. 

Philanthropic gifts of all sizes to support our research, educational and clinical endeavors are greatly appre-
ciated. Naming opportunities within the department begin at the $25,000-level. Additionally, any gift can be 
given outright, through a planned giving vehicle, or can be structured to be paid over a 5-year period.

For more information about partnering with Penn Dermatology, please contact Caitlin Crowe Doelp at Penn 
Medicine Development & Alumni Relations at 215.746.2167 or ccrowe@upenn.edu. 

Penn has consistently moved the dermatology field forward through personalized care and therapeutic 
advances. The Department of Dermatology works continuously to develop new techniques and therapies 
through research and to educate the next generation of outstanding physicians and researchers. 

To maximize our expertise and potential, improvements to our research infrastructure are required. Basic, 
translational and clinical research activities are the hallmark of our clinical care and patient outcomes. With 
significant investment, this department will not only move forward addressing pressing medical challenges 
in dermatologic care, but also will be instrumental with diagnosis, new surgical techniques and quality of life. 
Lastly, offering the best multidisciplinary care for our patients remains top priority. 

Department of Dermatology Fundraising Priorities

WELCOME NEW FACULTY
Brian Capell, MD, PhD

Dr. Capell received his MD and PhD in Cellular Molecular Biology from New 
York University School of Medicine. He served as a Howard Hughes Medical 
Institute-NIH Research Scholar in the laboratory of Dr. Francis Collins, the 
current Director of the NIH. Dr. Capell completed residency training, began a 
Post-Doctoral Fellowship in Epigenetics and was appointed as Instructor in 
Dermatology at Penn. Dr. Capell’s interests include epigenetics and health 
imbalances of the skin, such as cancer and aging. Dr. Capell will see patients 
at the Perelman Center for Advanced Medicine.

Joined July 2017

Jing Huang, MD

Dr. Huang received her MD from Yale School of Medicine. She completed 
an internship in Medicine at Albert Einstein Medical Center and completed 
residency training in Dermatology at Cornell/New York Presbyterian Hospital. 
Dr. Huang focuses on general dermatology. She will be seeing patients at 
Penn Medicine University City.

Joining August 2017

Katherine Steele, MD

Dr. Steele received her MD at the University of Pennsylvania Perelman 
School of Medicine. She completed an internship at Brigham and Women’s 
Hospital in Boston, MA and residency training in Dermatology at Penn, 
serving as Chief Resident her final year. Dr. Steele specializes in complex 
medical dermatology, inpatient consultations and dermatologic oncology. 
Dr. Steele will see patients at the Perelman Center for Advanced Medicine.

Joining August 2017

A special thanks to these gifted staff members 
for their contributions to our department and 
congratulations on their new positions!
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While observational studies have shown that pa-
tients taking adalimumab, a TNF blocker, have lower 
rates of major cardiovascular events, it is unknown as 
to whether this outcome is a result of the drug itself 
or other factors, which can be difficult to disentangle 
in observational studies. 

Dr. Gelfand recently presented the preliminary results 
of this trial as the Marion B. Sulzberger Lecturer at 
this year’s AAD meeting in March 20173. In his presen-
tation, he showed that adalimumab neither positively 
nor negatively impacts aortic inflammation. Provoc-
atively, phototherapy was associated with improve-
ments in aortic inflammation but this was not statisti-
cally different compared to a placebo. 

There are a few possible interpretations of these re-
sults: First, aortic inflammation in patients with pso-
riasis may be unique and not driven by TNF. Second, 
biologics like adalimumab are very large molecules 
and may not be able to penetrate into the aorta, 
and thus are unable to directly affect inflammation 
in this tissue. Statins, a class of lipid-reducing med-
ications, are shown to decrease inflammation in the 
aorta within four weeks. These drugs are not predict-
ed to be as strong as TNF inhibitors when it comes 
to anti-inflammatory effects; however, their much 
smaller size may be the reason for their success in 
reducing aortic inflammation in clinical trials. Another  

possibility is that the observational data, which sug-
gests that adalimumab has a protective effect on car-
diovascular events, may be due to confounding fac-
tors. Finally, it is possible that adalimumab may lower 
risk of heart attacks but through a different mecha-
nism than lowering aortic inflammation. 

Dr. Gelfand believes further research is needed in or-
der to answer these questions and more insights may 
be provided by his ongoing VIP trials. At the end of 
his four studies, he hopes to be able to thoroughly 
understand if specific pathways are needed to target 
inflammation and whether the size of the molecule 
contributes to the treatment effect on aortic inflam-
mation. As additional psoriasis comorbidities contin-
ue to emerge, education of health care providers is 
essential to ensuring comprehensive medical care for 
patients with psoriasis . His team is currently working 
on three additional ongoing studies.

Ongoing Trials: VIP-S (NCT02690701), VIP-U 
(NCT02187172), VIP-A (NCT03082729
Dr. Gelfand and his team currently have three ongo-
ing studies that focus on the effects of Apremilast 
(blocks PDE-4 VIP-A), Ustekinumab (blocks IL12-23, 
VIP-U), and Secukinumab (blocks IL-17, VIP-S). To refer 
patients to the VIP-A trial, call 215-662-SKIN (7546).

Gelfand VIP Study Team (from left to right) Daniel B. Shin, PhD, Research Associate; Megan H. Noe, MD, MPH, Clinical Instructor and Post-Doc-
toral Research Fellow; Marilyn T. Wan, MBChB, MPH, Post-doctoral Research Fellow; Joel M. Gelfand, MD, MSCE, Professor of Dermatology, Vice 
Chair of Clinical Research (Dermatology); Suzette Baez Vanderbeek, MPH, Project Manager; Judith Alvarez, BA, Clinical Research Coordinator; 
Veena Bhagavathi, Clinical Research Assistant.

3) Gelfand, Joel M., MD, MSCE. Getting To The Heart (And Other Co-Morbidities) of Psoriasis. N.p.:n.p., Feb. 2017. PPT.

4) Takeshita J, Grewal S, Langan SM, Mehta NN, Ogdie A, Van Voorhees AS, Gelfand JM. J Am Acad Dermatol. 2017 Mar;76(3):377-390. Doi: 10.1016/j.jaad.2016.07.064. Review.

Dr. Gelfand’s Vascular Inflammation in Psoriasis (VIP) program looks to determine 
whether or not the risk of heart attack or stroke can be lowered in patients re-
ceiving psoriasis treatment.

GETTING TO THE HEART 
(AND OTHER COMORBIDITIES) 
OF PSORIASIS

Pictured below: Clinical image and FDG-PET/CT results before (left) and after (right) 12 weeks of NB-UVB phototherapy.

Joel M. Gelfand, MD, MSCE, Vice 
Chair of Clinical Research and 
Professor of Dermatology and 
Epidemiology, recently received 
an unrestricted grant from the 
biotechnology company Celgene 
to support his ongoing clinical re-
search program that is dissecting 
the risk of cardiovascular disease 
in patients with psoriasis. 

Dr. Gelfand is credited with being 
the first to demonstrate that pso-
riasis, particularly if severe, is an 
independent risk factor for major 
adverse cardiovascular events 
and mortality1. This finding ulti-
mately changed the paradigm of 
psoriasis from being “just a skin 
disease” to being recognized as 
a systemic condition in which pa-
tients require additional coun-
seling and medical screening to 
detect and prevent cardiometa-
bolic morbidity. Recognizing the 

comorbid disease burden of psori-
asis is essential for ensuring com-
prehensive care of patients with 
psoriasis2. Although there is cur-
rently no cure for psoriasis, there 
are a number of effective treat-
ments that can provide relief and 
keep symptoms in check. With 
support, in part from the Cel-
gene grant, Dr. Gelfand’s Vascu-
lar Inflammation in Psoriasis (VIP) 
program is looking to determine 
whether or not the risk of heart 
attack or stroke can be lowered in 
patients if their psoriasis is treat-
ed. 

The association between psori-
asis and serious cardiac events 
is of particular concern as many 
patients with psoriasis do not 
seek treatment, and thus the in-
flammation that accompanies the 
disease remains untreated for 
years. “Patients with more severe  

psoriasis die about five years 
younger than they should based 
on their risk factors for mortality,” 
says Dr. Gelfand. He adds that 
“the risk of cardiovascular disease 
associated with psoriasis is similar 
to the risk conferred by diabetes, 
which everyone knows is a major 
risk factor for heart disease.” Un-
derstanding whether the treat-
ments available provide benefits 
beyond the skin is of critical impor-
tance.

Vascular Inflammation in 
Psoriasis (VIP) Clinical Trials

Completed Trial: VIP
Dr. Gelfand and his team have 
completed the first major tri-
al (VIP NCT01553058 and VIP-E 
NCT01866592), which studied the 
effects of adalimumab vs. photo-
therapy vs. placebo on vascular 
inflammation in psoriasis patients. 

1) Gelfand, J.M., et al. JAMA. 2006; 296:1735.

2) Takeshita J, Grewal S, Langan SM, Mehta NN, Ogdie A, Van Voorhees AS, Gelfand JM. J Am Acad Dermatol. 2017 Mar;76(3):393-403. Doi: 10.1016/j.jaad.2016.07.065. Review.



20 21PENNDERM SUMMER 201720WINTER 2016

 
Dr. John Stanley

John R. Stanley, MD, retired and was appointed Professor Emeritus, effective 
July 1, 2017.  Dr. Stanley has been a member of the Penn Dermatology 
Faculty for 22 years, serving as Milton B. Hartzell Professor and Chairman 
of the Department from 1995-2010. Under his guidance as Chairman, the 
Department flourished. Dr. Stanley particularly excelled as a mentor and 
advocate, especially for residents and junior faculty who greatly benefited 
from his wisdom and support to develop successful careers in academic 
dermatology. 

Dr. Stanley represents the consummate physician-scientist, devoting 
his career to studying potentially fatal autoimmune blistering diseases. 
With over 200 scientific publications, he made major advances into 
understanding the pathophysiology of pemphigus, pemphigoid and 
staphylococcal scalded skin syndrome. Early in Dr. Stanley’s career, he 
discovered and cloned the bullous pemphigoid autoantigen. Throughout 
his career, he identified highly relevant questions from his own clinical 
observations and then moved to the laboratory where he developed 
mouse models and cell culture techniques to address these questions. He 
navigated with ease between his patients and his laboratory. He modeled 
impactful translational research which enhanced the lives of his patients. 

We wish Dr. Stanley the absolute very best as he enters the next phase of 
his career. 

FACULTY
RETIREMENTS

Dr. Waine Johnson

Waine C. Johnson, MD, Clinical Professor of Dermatology, who has 
spent 39 years of his career at the University of Pennsylvania, recently 
announced his retirement. Dr. Johnson was a fellow in the American 
Academy of Dermatology, where he served as Chairman of the Committee 
on Pathology. He is the past President of the Philadelphia Dermatological 
Society, the Atlantic Dermatological Conference, The American Society of 
Dermatopathology and the American Registry of Pathology. He has also 
been the Director of a one-week course in dermatopathology for 45 years 
and has authored a remarkable 82 papers and 23 books.

Dr. Johnson received his medical degree from the University of Texas. He 
completed his residency in dermatology at Walter Reed Army Hospital 
and a fellowship in dermatopathology at the Armed Forces Institute for 
Pathology, Washington, D.C. Dr. Johnson was previously Professor of 
Dermatology and Professor of Pathology at Temple University and Clinical 
Professor of Dermatology at MCP-Hahnemann University.  Dr. Johnson will 
surely be missed at Penn Dermatology.

19TH ANNUAL BERNARD L.
HOHENBERG
MEMORIAL LECTURESHIP

The 19th Annual Bernard L. Hohen-
berg Memorial Lectureship was 
held on June 1, 2017. Stephen 
R. Thom, MD, PhD presented 
his lecture entitled “Blood-borne 
microvesicles and stem cells in 
wound repair – How complex inter-
actions may explain some clinical 
and epidemiological observations.” 
The lecture aimed to increase un-
derstanding of techniques used in 
dermatologic research, to review 
the latest insight into the patho-
biology of dermatologic diseases 
and to improve clinical problem 
solving abilities. 

Dr. Thom received his MD and PhD 
in microbial physiology from the 
University of Rochester in 1981. He 

then completed his residency in 
emergency medicine at UCLA and 
subsequently a fellowship in Un-
dersea & Hyperbaric Medicine at 
Memorial Medical Center in Long 
Beach, CA. He was a member of 
the Penn faculty for 27 years as a 
Professor of Emergency Medicine 
and Chief of Hyperbaric Medicine 
at the Institute for Environmental 
Medicine. In July 2013, Dr. Thom 
transitioned to the University of 
Maryland to work as a professor 
and Director of Research in the 
Department of Emergency Medi-
cine. 

Dr. Thom has also been involved in 
different areas of research in addi-
tion to his work in emergency med-
icine. His lab group was the first to 
describe vasculogenic stem cell 
mobilization as well as the inhibi-
tion of neutrophil β2 integrin func-
tion by hyperbaric oxygen. He cur-
rently directs projects assessing 
the roles of stem cells in diabetic 
skin wound healing, blood-borne 
microparticles in vasculopathy 
from carbon dioxide and decom-
pression stress and also conducts 
further research into activation 
mechanisms for neutrophil β2 inte-
grin adhesion molecules. 

Some of Dr. Thom’s early career 
interests stemmed from his clini-
cal experiences treating patients 
suffering from carbon monoxide 

poisoning. It became clear that 
the pathophysiology extended 
beyond hypoxic stress from car-
boxyhemoglobin. These obser-
vations led him to carry out clin-
ical studies looking for plasma 
biomarkers of high-risk poisoning 
and to organize the first prospec-
tive randomized clinical trial in the 
United States exploring the effica-
cy of hyperbaric oxygen therapy 
for acute carbon monoxide (CO) 
poisoning. His interest in oxidative 
stress responses led him to some 
of his major research related to the 
Hohenberg lecture topic. Dr. Thom 
arrived at the hypothesis that 
exposure to hyperbaric oxygen 
would mobilize vasculogenic stem 
cells from bone marrow. Studies 
have involved animal models and 
translational work shows similar 
findings in humans. This research 
has led to broader analysis of clini-
cal variables in wound healing and 
studies on the role of stem cells. 
Dr. Thom has received numerous 
awards throughout his career in-
cluding the Sherman Award from 
the N.Y. American Society for Mi-
crobiology, the Paul Bert Award 
from the Undersea and Hyperbar-
ic Medical Society and the Hyper-
baric Research Prize from the In-
ternational Baromedical Research 
Foundation. 

Stephen R. Thom MD, PhD, 
19th Annual Hohenberg Lecturer. 
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Normally, in vitro systems are used to study the efficacy of anti-
biotics and antiseptics. Although in vitro methods are helpful for 
studying concentrations needed to eliminate certain pathogens, 
the skin is a different environment from that which the in vitro sys-
tem accounts for. For instance, antiseptics are effective when test-
ing bacteria in vitro, yet the team “found this response to be fairly 
muted when examining skin bacterial residents of mice in vivo,” 
suggesting that “something very different is happening at the skin 
surface compared to what would be seen in a test tube or petri 
dish,” according to Dr. SanMiguel.  SanMiguel concludes: “Our work 
shows that the skin microbiome can be relatively stable in the face 
of certain acute stressors such as antisepsis, but that other inter-
ventions such as topical antibiotic treatment can elicit immediate 
and sustained changes to these same communities.”

To learn more about this topic, please visit the ALN webpage HERE.

Inherited, Rare Skin Disease Informs Treatment of 
Common Hair Disorders
Sarah Millar, PhD, Albert M. Kligman Professor and Vice Chair 
for Basic Research in Dermatology and collaborators who study 
hypohidrotic ectodermal dysplasia (HED), an inherited disorder of 
skin, hair follicles, nails, sweat glands and teeth, have identified 
a mechanism regarding HED that may also be disrupted in male 
pattern baldness. These findings were published in Nature last 
month.

“By analyzing mice with the WNT10A mutation, as well as tissues 
from human patients with WNT10A mutations, we found that 
WNT10A regulates the proliferation, but not the maintenance, of 
stem cells in hair follicles,” said Dr. Millar. She adds that “together 
with a previously established genome-wide association study, our 
findings suggest that lower levels of WNT10A may contribute to 
male pattern baldness in some individuals.”

Millar’s team and clinical collaborators, including Emily Chu, 
MD, PhD, Assistant Professor of Dermatology at Penn and Jon 
McGrath, MD, of King’s College, London, also discovered that 
cracking and scaling of the palms and soles in WNT10A patients is 
due to decreased expression of a structural protein called Keratin 
9. This protein contributes to the skin’s mechanical integrity, and 
the team of researchers found that decreased proliferation and 
Keratin 9 expression in the absence of WNT10A resulted from failure 
of signaling through a well-characterized pathway that stabilizes a 
protein called beta-catenin, allowing it to enter the cell nucleus and 
activate gene transcription. 

These findings ultimately indicate that the small molecule drugs 
that activate the beta-catenin pathway downstream of WNT10A 
could potentially be utilized to treat hair thinning, as well as palm 
and sole skin defects in WNT10A patients. Interestingly, these 
agents may also prove useful in preventing hair loss in a subgroup 
of people with male pattern baldness. 

To learn more about this topic, please please visit the Penn Medicine 
News webpage HERE.

HIGHLIGHTS OF
DISCOVERIES
Expression of Specific Gene Differentiates 
Moles from Melanoma
Most melanomas are driven by mutations that spur 
out-of-control cell replication while nevi (moles com-
posed of non-cancerous cells at the skin surface), 
harboring the same mutations, do not grow wildly. 
Dermatologists surmise that 30 to 40 percent of mel-
anomas may arise in association with a nevus. How-
ever, clinicians would like to be able to better distin-
guish between the two, especially in borderline cases 
when they examine skin after a patient biopsy. 

Building on the seminal work of Dr. Todd Ridky (re-
ported in the Summer 2016 edition of our newsletter) 
who implicated mutations in the p15 gene in the con-
version of a nevus to melanoma,  John T. Seykora, 
MD, PhD, Professor of Dermatology in the Perelman 
School of Medicine at the University of Pennsylva-
nia, led a study that verified that decreased levels 
of p15 indicate conversion of a nevus to a melanoma. 
The protein p15 functions to inhibit nevus cell prolif-
eration. “We showed that p15 expression is a robust 
biomarker for distinguishing nevus from melanoma,” 
said Dr. Seykora. “Making this distinction has been a 
long-standing issue for dermatologists.” A melanocyt-
ic lesion which stained very strongly for p15 was con-
sistent in its benign nevus nature, while a low staining 
level correlated with melanoma. The stain could one 
day be used clinically to distinguish the two.

In addition to Drs. Ridky and Seykora, other Penn re-
searchers involved in the study were Laura A. Taylor, 
Conor O’Day, Tzvete Dentchev, Kyle Hood and Emily 
Y. Chu. This work was supported by a Dermatology 
Foundation Career Development Award and National 
Institutes of Health R01 awards.

To learn more about this research, please visit the 
Penn Medicine News webpage HERE.

Apple Makes an Impact on Healthcare: 
featuring Dr. Misha Rosenbach 
Popular tech brand and communication staple, Apple, 
introduced ResearchKit in 2015 and Care Kit in 2016, 
two open-source platforms  included under Apple’s 
HealthKit category  that give nontraditional develop-
ers without coding backgrounds the necessary tools 
to build medical research and consumer health apps. 
The brand recently highlighted Penn Medicine’s Dr. 
Misha Rosenbach, Associate Professor of Dermatol-
ogy, and former Penn medical student Dan O’Con-
nor, for their novel sarcoidosis app.    

“The sarcoidosis app is one of Penn’s first forays into 
the realm of mobile-app based research, and rep-
resents the first push to utilize this technology to 
bring together patients with a rare disease,” shares 
Dr. Rosenbach. He adds that “Mobile app-based re-
search offers a cost-effective way to reach potentially 
huge numbers of patients and ask key clinical ques-
tions, and also unlocks the potential to do types of 
research that have never previously been possible.” 
The app has about 900 downloads and has drawn 
about 500 consented participants for a study on the 
rare skin disease, labeling it one of the largest stud-
ies ever for sarcoidosis. Users have the opportunity 
to participate in surveys about their condition and 
general health that promise to advance long-term re-
search efforts. “Soon we will be able to pair patients’ 
symptoms with their location and determine air qual-
ity, UV-index, weather, and their impacts on patients’ 
day-to-day health; the advent of “wearable” tech 
means we may be able to pair that data with biologic 
measures that will be a new store of “big data” which, 
if applied appropriately, can provide completely new 
ways to study diseases and improve patients’ lives,” 
says Dr. Rosenbach.

Dan O’Connor adds that “ResearchKit, compared to 
what we were envisioning initially, enabled us to do 
more than we ever imagined we could do.”

To learn more about this app, please visit the Mashable 
webpage HERE. 

Topical Antibiotics Dramatically Change Skin 
Microbiome
A study led by Elizabeth Grice, PhD, Assistant Pro-
fessor of Dermatology and Adam J. SanMiguel, PhD, 
a researcher in the Grice Laboratory at Penn, sug-
gests that antiseptics have a less durable impact on 
the microbial makeup of the skin compared to topical 
antibiotics.  Although previous studies have shown 
that medications can alter the gut microbiome, this 
research finding is the first to show the long-term 
impact of topical treatments on the skin’s microbi-
al health. The study was published in Antimicrobial 
Agents and Chemotherapy and aimed to better un-
derstand host-microbiome interactions and their im-
portance for cutaneous health and disease. Over the 
course of the study, the team treated hairless mice 
with different antibiotics and found that this changed 
the makeup of the microbial communities. However, 
there was little change to the skin microbiome when 
the hairless mice were treated with antiseptics.
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 Dr. Sarah Millar
Received the 2016 FOCUS Award for the Advance-
ment of Women in Medicine by Penn Medicine

Presented the William Montagna Lecture at the 
2017 SID Meeting  

 Dr. Christopher Miller
Inducted into Penn’s Academy of Master Clinicians 
at Penn Medicine

 Dr. Misha Rosenbach
Promotion to Associate Professor of Dermatology, 
effective July 1, 2017

 Dr. Aimee Payne
Received the Top 10 Clinical Research Forum Award 

Named Physician of the Year by the International 
Pemphigus and Pemphigoid Foundation 

Presented the State-of-the-Art Plenary Lecture I at 
Annual SID Meeting 

 Dr. Adam Rubin
Received Presidential Citation from the ASD

Received Presidential Citation Award from the AAD

Elected to the Executive Committee: ISD

Elected to the Board of Trustees: Euro Nail Society

Appointed to the RUC Administrative Subcommittee 

 Dr. Marissa Perman
Received a Chair’s Initiative Award from CHOP, 
which will provide 2 years of funding to create a 
multidisciplinary clinic for epidermolysis bullosa

 Dr. John Stanley
Elected honorary member of the Japanese Society 
for Investigative Dermatology

 Dr. Douglas Pugliese
Designated as a Certified Wound Specialist 
Physician (CWSP)

 Dr. Junko Takeshita
Received Outstanding New Investigator Award 
from the National Psoriasis Foundation.  She is the 
inaugural recipient of this new award.

 Dr. Pantelis Rompolas
Named Searle Scholar from the University of
Pennsylvania

 Dr. Alain Rook
Presented the Plenary Lecture at the Annual McGill 
University Conference on Cutaneous Lymphomas 
in Montreal, Canada

 Dr. Bruce Brod
Named Advocate of the Year by American Academy 
of Dermatology Association for 2017

 Dr. William James
Received the Dermatology Foundation’s Lifetime 
Career Educator Award

Received the Walter B. Shelley, MD Leadership 
Award from the Women’s Dermatological Society

Published new book:  “Andrews’ Diseases of the 
Skin Clinical Atlas”

 Dr. Leslie Castelo-Soccio
Received North American Hair Research Society 
Mentorship Award as both mentor and mentee

Received Pediatric Dermatology Career Development 
Award from the Dermatology Foundation

 Dr. Ellen Kim
Promotion to Professor of Dermatology, effective 
July 1, 2017

Elected to the Board of Directors of the U.S. 
Cutaneous Lymphoma Consortium 

Received the Philadelphia Dermatological Society’s 
Founders Award

 Dr. Zelma Chiesa Fuxench
Received Medical Dermatology Career Development 
Award from the Dermatology Foundation

 Dr. Carrie Kovarik
Received the Clarence S. Livingood, MD Award from 
American Academy of Dermatology 

 Dr. Jeremy Etzkorn
Received Dermatologic Surgery Career Development 
Award from the Dermatology Foundation

 Dr. James Leyden
Received the Dermatology Foundation’s
Distinguished Service Award

 Dr. Joel Gelfand
Received a grant from Celgene which will provide a 
$4.5 million award to conduct the Vascular 
Inflammation in Psoriasis-Apremilast Trial

Received the Outstanding Educator in Psoriatic
Disease Award from the National Psoriasis 
Foundation

 Dr. David Margolis
Appointed Assistant Dean of Faculty Affairs for 
Perelman School of Medicine

Appointed Vice Chair of Faculty Affairs for the 
Department of Dermatology 

 Dr. Elizabeth Grice
Received Burroughs Wellcome Fund Investigator in 
the Pathogenesis of Infectious Disease Award

Received the Linda Pechenik Montague Investigator 
Award from Penn Medicine

Received the Michael S. Brown New Investigator 
Research Award from Penn Medicine

 Dr. Robert Micheletti
Received a Presidential Citation Award from the 
American Academy of Dermatology

 Dr. Victoria Werth
Presented the Annual Strahan Lectureship at 
Johns Hopkins School of Medicine

FACULTY 
AWARDS & HONORS
Our talented faculty members receive numerous awards and recognition for 
their outstanding contributions and achievements.

FACULTY
ANNIVERSARIES
10 YEARS:
Carrie Kovarik, MD
Aimee S. Payne, MD, PhD

15 YEARS:
Daniel B. Roling, MD
Rudolf R. Roth, MD

30 YEARS:
David J. Margolis, MD, PhD
Alain H. Rook, MD
Richard D. Wortzel, MD



JOEL GELFAND, 
MD, MSCE
VICE CHAIR,
CLINICAL RESEARCH
Acne, Eczema and Psoriasis

215.662.2737

DEPARTMENT  OF DERMATOLOGY
FACULTY 2017

GEORGE 
COTSARELIS, MD
CHAIRMAN
Hair and Scalp Disorders   

WILLIAM
JAMES, MD
VICE CHAIR, EDUCATION
Immunodermatology, Travel 
Related Disorders, Acne and 
Rosacea 

CHRISTOPHER 
MILLER, MD

Micrographic Surgery, 
Reconstructive Surgery and 
Cutaneous Oncology 

CARRIE
KOVARIK, MD

Tropical and Infectious 
Dermatologic Disorders and 
Dermatopathology 

ROBERT 
MICHELETTI, MD

Graft versus Host Disease,
Vasculitis and Infectious
Diseases 

MICHAEL MING, MD

Melanoma, Dysplastic Nevi 
and Pigmented Lesions  

TEMITAYO 
OGUNLEYE, MD

General Dermatology, Skin of 
Color and Hair Disorders 

JAMES
LEYDEN, MD
(EMERITUS)

Acne 

610.902.2400 215.662.2737

215.662.2737 215.662.2737

JULES LIPOFF, MD

General and Medical 
Dermatology, HIV and 
Immunosuppression 
Dermatology

215.662.2737

215.662.2737 215.360.0909 215.360.0909 215.662.2737

DAVID MARGOLIS, 
MD, PhD
VICE CHAIR,
FACULTY AFFAIRS
Chronic Wounds and Leg 
Ulcers

215.662.2737

THOMAS LEUNG, 
MD, PhD

Wound healing, Regenerative 
Medicine and Inflammatory 
Skin Diseases

215.662.2737

ELIZABETH
GRICE, PhD

Wound Healing, Genomics, 
Microbiome and Innate 
Immunity  

JING HUANG, MD

General Dermatology

ELLEN KIM, MD

Cutaneous T-Cell Lymphoma, 
General Dermatology and 
Melanoma and Pigmentary 
Disorders 

215.898.3179 215.662.8060 215.662.2737

PAUL
HAUN, MD, MS

Cuteanous T-Cell Lymphoma 
and Dermatopathology

215.662.2737

EMILY CHU,
MD, PhD

Genodermatosis, 
Dermatopathology and 
Cutaneous Oncology   

CHERIE DITRE, MD

Cosmetic Dermatology

ROSALIE 
ELENITSAS, MD

Dermatopathology, 
Pigmented Lesions and 
Melanoma  

215.662.2597 610.902.2428 215.662.2737

JULIANA CHOI,
MD, PhD

General Dermatology, Acne, 
Rosacea and Hyperhidrosis

215.662.2737

AIMEE PAYNE,
MD, PhD

General Dermatology and 
Autoimmune Blistering 
Diseases

DOUGLAS 
PUGLIESE, MD

General Dermatology and 
Wound Healing

CATHERINE
QUIRK, MD

General and Medical 
Dermatology

TODD
RIDKY, MD, PhD

General and Medical 
Dermatology, Tissue 
Engineering, Cancer Biology 
and Oncogene Signaling  

215.662.2737 215.662.8060 610.902.2400 215.573.5709

EDWARD
BONDI, MD

Sun Damaged Skin, 
Melanoma and 
Non-Melanoma Skin Cancer  

KATHERINE 
BROWN, MD

General Dermatology

215.662.2737 610.902.2400

BRIAN CAPELL, 
MD, PhD

Epigenetics and Health 
Imbalances of the Skin

215.662.2737

BRUCE BROD, MD

Contact Dermatitis and
Occupational Dermatology

215.662.2737

FACULTY 2017 CONTINUED

SUSAN
TAYLOR, MD

Cosmetic Dermatology and
Skin of Color

215.454.3308

JENNIFER 
VILLASENOR- 
PARK, MD, PhD

Skin Lymphoma, 
Non-Melanoma Skin Cancer, 
General Dermatology and 
Cosmetic Dermatology

JOHN
STANLEY, MD, PhD
(EMERITUS)

Blistering Diseases and 
Pemphigus

ALAIN ROOK, MD

Cutaneous T-Cell Lymphoma 
and Other Immune Mediated 
Diseases

MISHA 
ROSENBACH, MD

Cutaneous Sarcoidosis, 
Adverse Drug Reactions and 
Autoimmune Skin Diseases 
(Connective Tissue and 
Blistering) 

215.662.2737 215.662.2737

RUDOLF ROTH, MD

General Dermatology and 
Dermatologic Surgery

ADAM RUBIN, MD

Nail Disorders, Histopathology 
of the Nail Unit and
Dermatopathology 

610.902.2400 215.662.4194

215.662.2737

215.504.7700

FAIZAN
ALAWI, DDS

Oral and Maxillofacial 
Pathology

LESLIE CASTELO- 
SOCCIO, MD

Pediatric Dermatology and 
Pediatric Hair Disorders

GLEN
CRAWFORD, MD

Allergic, Environmental and 
Occupational Dermatology 

STACEY 
ENGLANDER- 
TURNER, MD, FAAD

General and Medical 
Dermatology

STEVEN 
FAKHARZADEH, MD

General Dermatology and 
Genetic Skin Disorders

PAUL GROSS, MD

Clinical Dermatology and 
Dermatopathology

MELINDA JEN, MD

Pediatric Dermatology

PATRICK 
McMAHON, MD

Pediatric Dermatology

MARISSA
PERMAN, MD

Pediatric Dermatology, 
Epidermolysis Bullosa and 
Polycystic Ovarian Syndrome

DANIEL
ROLING, MD

General Dermatology 

JAMES TREAT, MD

Acne, Atopic Eczema, Genetic 
Skin Disorders, 
Hemangiomas, Port Wine 
Stains and Other Vascular 
Anomolies    

MARIE 
UBERTI-BENZ, MD

General Dermatology 

ALBERT YAN, MD

Acne, Atopic Dermatitis, 
Childhood Blistering Diseases, 
Genetic Skin Diseases, 
Hemangiomas and Vascular 
Lesions    

215.590.2169

215.662.8060

215.662.2737

215.662.2737215.829.3576

215.573.5709215.662.2737215.573.7638 215.662.2737 215.662.2737

215.590.2169 215.590.2169 215.590.2169

ASSOCIATED FACULTY 2017

JULIE WAHRMAN 
CRAMER, MD

General Dermatology, 
Pediatric Dermatology and 
Cosmetic Dermatology

RICHARD 
WORTZEL, MD, PhD

General Dermatology, Skin 
Cancer, Psoriasis and Eczema 

SANDRA 
WORTZEL, MD

General Dermatology

VICTORIA
WERTH, MD

Autoimmune Blistering and 
Connective Tissue Diseases 

215.662.2737215.504.7700 215.504.7700215.504.7700

THUZAR
SHIN, MD, PhD

Micrographic Surgery, 
Reconstructive Surgery and 
Cutaneous Oncology 

JOHN
SEYKORA, MD, PhD

Dermatopathology and 
Cutaneous Diseases 
Exhibiting Abnormal 
Keratinocyte Differentiation  

JOSEPH
SOBANKO, MD

Micrographic Surgery, 
Reconstructive Surgery and 
Cosmetic Dermatology

SHOBANA
SOOD, MD

Micrographic Surgery, 
Photodynamic Therapy, Laser 
Therapy and Cosmetic 
Dermatology  

215.898.0170 215.360.0909 610.902.2400215.360.0909

SASHA
STEPHEN, MD

Complex Medical
Dermatology

215.662.8060

JENNA
STREICHER, MD

Pediatric Dermatology

215.590.2169

JUNKO
TAKESHITA, MD, 
MSCE

Health Disparities and
Inflammatory Skin Diseases

215.662.2737

JOSEPH KIST, MD

General Dermatology

215.662.2737

JEREMY
ETZKORN, MD

Micrographic Surgery, 
Reconstructive Surgery and 
Cutaneous Oncology 

215.504.7700

ZELMA
CHIESA FUXENCH,
MD, MSCE

Inflammatory Skin Diseases

215.662.2737

CARMELA 
VITTORIO, MD
VICE CHAIR, OPERATIONS
General Dermatology, Skin 
Cancer, Cutaneous T-Cell 
Lymphoma, Acne Vulgaris, 
Rosacea and Laser Hair 
Removal   

215.662.2737

SARAH 
MILLAR, PhD
VICE CHAIR,
BASIC RESEARCH
Signaling Mechanisms 
Regulating the Embryonic 
Development and Postnatal 
Growth of Skin Appendages

215.898.2633

LISA PAPPAS-
TAFFER, MD

General Dermatology, 
Autoimmune Conditions, Side 
Effects of Chemotherapy and 
Urticaria   

215.662.2737

PANTELIS 
ROMPOLAS, PhD

Cutaneous Stem Cells in 
Regeneration, Homeostasis 
and Pathophysiology

215.573.4002

SARA SAMIMI, MD

General Dermatology, 
Cutaneous T-cell Lymphoma 
and Melanoma

215.662.2737

KATHERINE
STEELE, MD

Complex Medical Dermatology, 
Inpatient Consultations and 
Dermatologic Oncology

215.662.2737
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COMMENTS OR SUGGESTIONS?
215.898.3240 (TEL)  215.573.2033 (FAX)

PENNDERM NEWS

DUHRING GRAND ROUNDS SCHEDULE
AUGUST & SEPTEMBER 2017

AUGUST 24, 2017
9:00 AM - 10:00 AM
10:00 AM - 11:00 AM

AUGUST 31, 2017
9:00 AM - 10:00 AM
10:00 AM - 11:00 AM

SEPTEMBER 7, 2017

SEPTEMBER 14, 2017
8:00 AM - 3:00 AM

SEPTEMBER 21, 2017
9:00 AM - 10:00 AM
10:00 AM - 11:00 AM

SEPTEMBER 28, 2017
9:00 AM - 10:00 AM
10:00 AM - 11:00 AM

Patient Viewing, PCAM, Suite 1-330S
Patient Discussion, JMB Reunion Aud.

Patient Viewing, PCAM, Suite 1-330S
Patient Discussion, SCTR Auditorium

No Grand Rounds: Holiday Weekend

SBDRC Symposium & 7TH Annual 
Albert M. Kligman Lectureship

Patient Viewing, PCAM, Suite 1-330S
Patient Discussion, SCTR Auditorium

Patient Viewing, PCAM, Suite 1-330S
Patient Discussion, SCTR Auditorium

SUMMER 2017

SAVE THE DATE!

7TH ANNUAL ALBERT M. KLIGMAN LECTURESHIP
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 14TH 2017 AT 11:00 AM

Lecturer:  Gregory Barsh, MD, PhD
Investigator & Faculty Chair, Hudson Alpha Institute
Professor of Genetics, Stanford University
Title:  “Genetics and genomics of skin”

Location: Smilow Center for Translational Research
1st Floor Auditorium
3400 Civic Center Blvd, Philadelphia, PA 19104

PENN SKIN BIOLOGY & DISEASES RESOURCE-BASED 
CENTER ANNUAL SYMPOSIUM
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 14TH 2017 FROM 8:00 AM - 1:00 PM

Featuring Presentations by:  Jonathan Katz, MD; Thomas 
Leung, MD, PhD; Pantelis Rompolas, PhD; Cory Simpson, 
MD, PhD and Kligman Lectureship

Location: Smilow Center for Translational Research
1st Floor Auditorium
3400 Civic Center Blvd, Philadelphia, PA 19104

42ND ANNUAL MORRIS H. SAMITZ LECTURESHIP
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 9TH 2017 AT 10:00 AM

Lecturer:  Sancy Leachman, MD, PhD
Professor & Chair of Dermatology 
Oregon Health & Science University

Location: Smilow Center for Translational Research
1st Floor Auditorium
3400 Civic Center Blvd, Philadelphia, PA 19104

UPCOMING IMPORTANT EVENTS

ALUMNI RELATIONS
WE WOULD LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU!

We are committed to staying connected with our talented alumni. 
Please share with us updates of your recent activities and accom-
plishments or simply send us your most current contact informa-
tion so that we can stay connected. Whether it has been 50 or 5 
years since your time with us, we look forward to hearing about 
all the exciting things you have been up to at the following email 
address:

PennDermAlumni@uphs.upenn.edu  




