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it may be difficult to believe, but it 
has been six years since i became 
chair of the department. the Med-
ical School reviews clinical depart-
ments every six years, so we are in 
the midst of this review. this pro-
cess allows us to assess our ac-
complishments and to look to  the 
future. i’ll give you the Cliffs notes 
version here. 

As we reviewed the department, 
several key factors to our success 
emerged. First, we have trusted 
faculty and staff who execute our 
three missions of teaching, clinical 
care and research with profound 
dedication and compassion. Sec-
ond, we are well-integrated with 

the School of Medicine and the 
Health System. this creates great 
opportunities for advancing der-
matology. third, we are financially 
stable. this supports an environ-
ment of collaboration, innovation 
and scholarship. Fourth, we have 
hired extremely talented new fac-
ulty who broaden and diversify 
our impact. we actually have add-
ed 36 new faculty members since 
2010, making us one of the largest 
dermatology departments in the 
country.

we have worked hard to increase 
the clinical impact of our depart-
ment by diversifying our geo-
graphic reach. Our clinical outreach 
strategy included adding five 
new practice locations in Bucks 
County, washington Square, Val-
ley Forge, woodbury Heights and 
Cherry Hill. we also expanded our 
practices at radnor and the perel-
man Center for Advanced Medi-
cine at penn, and recently we’ve 
moved into a new state-of-the-art 
facility at penn presbyterian Med-
ical Center . As a result of this ex-
pansion and other strategies to in-
crease access, total patient visits 
increased over 165%, now exceed-
ing 122 thousand annually. During 
this expansion, patient satisfac-
tion reached an all-time high, with 
press Ganey “Likelihood to recom-
mend” and “Moving through Your 
Visit” scores in the 99th percentile 
compared to local area hospitals, 
including other academic medical 
centers. Our expansion mirrored 

that of the health system as new 
hospitals and clinical sites joined 
penn Medicine.

On the educational front, we con-
tinue to cultivate the next gener-
ation of leaders in dermatology 
and are consistently recognized 
as one of the top residency pro-
grams in the nation, with over 550 
applicants for 5 open slots this 
year. we were able to obtain fund-
ing from the VA for an additional 
residency slot, but we continue to 
look for additional ways to fund 
resident education. we have also 
grown our fellowship programs to 
provide excellent post-residen-
cy clinical and research training 
in basic science research, clinical 
epidemiology, CtCL, dermatopa-
thology, procedural dermatology, 
complex medical dermatology and 
autoimmune disease. we encour-
age our trainees to pursue collab-
orative opportunities throughout 
the Medical School and University. 
this enhances our ability to con-
duct innovative translational re-
search and is vital to our success. 

Despite a challenging environ-
ment for obtaining research 
funding, our grant funding has 
increased by approximately 25% 
since 2010.  we are committed to 
increasing sponsored research, 
including clinical, basic and trans-
lational research. Our recent 
award from the niH of over $4 
million to support our Skin Biolo-
gy and Diseases resource-based 

“As we look ahead to the next six years and beyond, we want to 
ensure that we remain strong and build upon our success.”

ChAIRmAN’S
mESSAgE

George Cotsarelis, MD 
Milton B. Hartzell professor and Chairman

Center over the next five years is a 
great way to kick things off (read 
more about this exciting research 
grant on page 9 of this issue). in 
addition, we continue to explore 
alternative funding sources such 
as corporate and privately-funded 
grants to decrease our reliance on 
government-sponsored research 
funding, with clinical trials research 
an important focus.  research 
funding from commercial, private 
and other non-profit sources now 
accounts for 35% of total research 
funding within the Department, 
compared to 16% in 2011. Changes 
over the last decade in the regula-
tory, scientific, economic and eth-
ical constructs of human research 
provide unique opportunities and 
challenges for clinical investiga-
tion at the departmental, institu-
tional and national levels. to com-
pete in this complex environment, 
we revamped our Clinical Studies 
Unit three years ago and in-turn 
have seen clinical trials research 
grow, with 10 fully funded phase 
i-iii trials ongoing and another 12 in 
the pipeline. 

As we look ahead to the next six 
years and beyond, we want to en-
sure that we remain strong and 
build upon our success. Our goals 
include increasing collaboration 
within our department, across the 

institution and throughout the 
community. we have organized 
regular meetings around these 
efforts and our faculty leadership 
continues to strategize ways to 
multiply collaboration through in-
tegrative research and coordinat-
ed patient care.

to further enable focusing on our 
goals of research, education and 
clinical care, we added five key 
senior leadership Vice Chair posi-
tions over the last six years. wil-
liam James, MD became the Vice 
Chair of education; Carmela Vit-
torio, MD the Vice Chair of Clinical 
Operations; Sarah Millar, phD the 
Vice Chair of Basic Science re-
search; Joel Gelfand, MD, MSCe 
the Vice Chair of Clinical research 
and David Margolis, MD, phD the 
Vice Chair of Faculty Affairs.  this  
team will help us concentrate on 
our goals and navigate the chang-
ing landscape in healthcare, re-
search funding and education as 
unknowns appear on the horizon.

we need to maximize the support 
we have from our community part-
ners, including alumni and friends 
of the department, to strengthen 
our outreach mission and increase 
philanthropic support, to gain re-
ferrals for complex medical and 
surgical cases, and to increase 

the number of biopsies sent to our 
Dermpathology lab, which is vital 
to sustaining all of our missions.

i want to thank all of you who are 
engaged with and support the 
department. My heartfelt appreci-
ation goes out to all of our dedicat-
ed faculty and staff for their out-
standing talents and commitment. 
we appreciate all of your contribu-
tions and wish you a joyous holi-
day season and a prosperous and 
healthy new Year!

Sincerely,

 
George Cotsarelis, MD 
 
cotsarel@mail.med.upenn.edu 
215.898.3240

mailto:cotsarel@mail.med.upenn.edu
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A CAUSE WERTh
FIghTINg FOR
Dr. Victoria Werth has dedicated her career to studying and advancing 
treatments for complex skin autoimmune disorders that have a significant 
effect on patient quality of life

(Left to right) emily Hejazi, Clinical research Coordinator; Julie Burroughs, Clinical research Coordinator; Joyce Okawa, Clinical research 
Coordinator; and Dr. Victoria Werth, professor of Dermatology and Medicine

Victoria Werth, MD, Chief of Dermatology at the phil-
adelphia Veterans Affairs Medical Center and profes-
sor of Dermatology and Medicine at the University of 
pennsylvania, is internationally renowned for provid-
ing exceptional care to patients suffering from com-
plex autoimmune disorders and blistering diseases, 
namely lupus, dermatomyositis and pemphigus. For 
over 25 years, Dr. werth has served as a champion 
for patients with these diseases, conducting basic, 
translational and clinical research to gain new in-
sights into pathogenesis, devise new therapeutics, 
and increase access to effective medications. As the 
Director of the Autoimmune Skin Disease Study Unit 
at penn Dermatology, she collaborates with other re-
searchers and trains future leaders to expertly man-
age challenging and rare skin conditions. through the 
years, Dr. werth has changed the landscape of com-
plex medical dermatology.  She has aided in develop-
ing the gold standard of care among these patients, 
many of whom require multidisciplinary treatment, 
all while helping them cope with the uncertainties of 
chronic diseases. 

Lupus erythematosus
Lupus erythematosus is an inflammatory autoim-
mune disease that often manifests cutaneously 
(CLe).  in 2005, Dr. werth developed the Cutaneous 
Lupus erythematosus Disease Area and Severity in-
dex (CLASi), a clinical tool that measures disease ac-
tivity, damage, and change in severity over time. this 
tool offered the first rigorous method for clinicians to 
quantify the degree of improvement in their patients, 
as well as the ability to classify them into severity 
groups. with the development of CLASi, clinicians are 
better equipped to label patients as responders or 
nonresponders, as researchers found that a 20% or 
more decrease in CLASi activity score correlated with 
a patient’s successful response to treatment1.

the CLASi has also been used to quantify disease 
severity in a niH-funded, multicenter CLe database. 
Dr. werth initiated the database in 2006 and has 
enrolled over 400 patients to date. this database 
has proven vital to conducting successful validation 
studies of the CLASi and to determining the impact 

of cutaneous lupus on patient 
quality of life (QoL). in addition, the 
database helps to track symptom 
flares and reveals subtle delinea-
tions between different disease 
subtypes.

while current treatment options 
for lupus are still sparse, having a 
validated disease severity tool has 
led to increased interest in evalu-
ating the skin in systemic lupus 
erythematosus (SLe) trials and as 
an initial proof of concept for new 
drug targets. Dr. werth and her 
team just presented the results of 
a phase 2 trial examining a lenalid-
omide derivative that grew out of 
an open label trial funded by the 
Alliance for Lupus research.

Dermatomyositis
Dermatomyositis (DM) is an auto-
immune disease characterized by 
muscle weakness and skin rash-
es, but can also affect the lungs 
and heart. Of the patients with DM 
that Dr. werth sees, about 50% 
have the skin-predominant form, 
compared to a prevalence of 20% 
in the overall DM population2.  Al-
though patients with the skin-pre-
dominant form are in the minority, 
Dr. werth stresses the importance 
of including them in studies and 
clinical trials, as the disease is 
highly burdensome to patients’ 
quality of life. in order to progress 
on this path toward clinical trials, 
a tool to measure disease severi-
ty proved necessary, prompting 
Dr. werth to create the Cutaneous 
Dermatomyositis Disease Area 
and Severity index (CDASi), which 
has provided a way to measure 
skin involvement and has dis-
played excellent inter-rater and 
intra-rater reliability among users. 

As dermatomyositis, especial-
ly the skin-predominant form, is 
understudied and poorly un-
derstood, treatment regimens 
are diverse and ever evolving.  
Currently there are no-FDA ap-
proved treatments specific for 
dermatomyositis; however, recent 
work has shown that interferons 
may be an important target. As 

Dr. werth is always on the fore-
front of research in her field, she 
and her team are currently exam-
ining the safety and tolerability of 
resunab, an oral, synthetic, pref-
erential cannabinoid that inhibits 
the inflammatory response pro-
duced by type i interferons and 
tumor necrosis factor alpha. this 
is the first randomized controlled 
trial in patients with skin-predomi-
nant dermatomyositis.  

Pemphigus
pemphigus is a rare, chronic blis-
tering disease in which autoanti-
bodies attack desmogleins, caus-
ing a loss of adhesion in the skin 
and mucous membranes.

in 2005, international experts 
on blistering diseases realized 
the need for consistent outcome 
definitions and measures, which 
would improve the ability to per-
form randomized clinical trials. Dr. 
werth agreed to spearhead this 
effort and started the process of 
developing a measurable clinical 
tool parallel to the CLASi for lupus. 
this new scale for pemphigus, 
called the pemphigus Disease 
Area index (pDAi), has since been 
used in studies to validate its re-
liability, responsiveness and bio-
markers. 

with a validated tool in place to 
measure disease severity, Dr. 
werth shifted her focus toward 
clinical trials. increasingly, next 
generation biologic therapies are 
prompting a deviation from the 
normal immunosuppression route 
of treatment that often results in 
severe side effects for patients. 
recently, biologics are not only 
incorporated into the treatment 
regimen, but also often prescribed 
as the first line of treatment. rit-
uximab, an anti-CD20 medica-
tion, which is FDA-approved for 
non-Hodgkins Lymphoma and 
CLL, results in a more target-
ed depletion of B cells instead 
of broad immunosuppression. 
while small studies have shown 
the value of various biologics for 
treating pemphigus and other 

autoimmune diseases, a need ex-
ists for a greater number of large, 
controlled trials to determine long-
term efficacy. Dr. werth is cur-
rently trying to bridge this gap. 
She is the lead investigator of an 
ongoing study named peMpHiX, 
which is a large multi-center, inter-
national trial examining rituximab 
use in pemphigus vulgaris (pV) pa-
tients to determine its safety and 
efficacy.

Implications for Quality of Life
Oftentimes, visible skin diseases 
create a significant, negative im-
pact on the physical, emotional 
and social well-being of patients. 
they are known to cause a host 
of secondary issues for patients, 
including depression, anxiety and 
extreme photosensitivity, all of 
which can severely limit a patient’s 
social activities. As autoimmune 
skin diseases progress in their 
responsiveness to therapeutics, 
researchers are interested in un-
derstanding how fluctuations in 
disease activity affect QoL. Cur-
rently available QoL tools are lim-
ited by their skin specificity, so 
the development of improved 
QoL scales that address system-
ic symptoms will provide a more 
comprehensive assessment. Dr. 
werth appreciates that QoL mea-
surements are a crucial piece in 
the development of new thera-
pies, as future drugs will not only 
resolve the primary disease but 
also address any additional fac-
tors that inhibit patients.  

to refer a patient or to learn more 
about the program and participa-
tion in a clinical trial, contact us 
at 215.615.2940. pharmaceutical 
and other clinical and research 
professionals may contact Dr. 
Victoria werth directly at werth@
mail.med.upenn.edu.

For more information about sup-
porting these research efforts, 
please contact Caitlin Crowe Doelp 
at 215.746.2167  or ccrowe@ 
upenn.edu.

 1) Cutaneous Lupus erythematosus: An Update on pathogenesis, Diagnosis and treatment. emily Z. Hejazi, Victoria p. werth. Am J Clin Dermatol. 2016 Apr; 17(2): 135–146. doi: 10.1007/s40257-016-0173-9

 2) “ripe for the picking: experts profile the Future of Biologic treatments.” Dermatology world. 2015 September. 

mailto:werth@mail.med.upenn.edu
mailto:werth@mail.med.upenn.edu
mailto:ccrowe@upenn.edu
mailto:ccrowe@upenn.edu


6 7pennDeRM winter 2016

John J. Voorhees, MD, 6th Annual Albert M. Kligman Lecturer, & 
George Cotsarelis, MD, professor and Chair of Dermatology 

6Th ANNUAL 
ALbERT m. 
kLIgmAN
LECTUREShIp 
SympOSIUm
the 6th annual Albert M. Kligman Lectureship was 
help on September 14, 2016 at the University of penn-
sylvania. Dr. Kligman was a member of the Depart-
ment of Dermatology for more than 50 years and a 
leader in the field. Born March 17, 1916 in philadelphia, 
Dr. Kligman graduated from pennsylvania State Col-
lege in 1939 and came to the University of pennsyl-
vania for his graduate work. He received a phD in 
mycology in 1942, and then began studying medicine 
at penn.  After his internship at the Albert einstein 
Medical Center in philadelphia, he became a resident 
in dermatology at penn. He joined the faculty of the 
Department of Dermatology at penn and quickly rose 
to the rank of professor in 1957.

Dr. Kligman was an outstanding teacher, extremely 
productive researcher, talented clinician and an in-
spirational figure in dermatology. He trained over 60 
international fellows, many of whom went on to chair 
departments and have successful research careers.  
Dr. Kligman’s contributions to dermatology are re-
markably vast and cover nearly every aspect of clin-
ical dermatology. Although perhaps best known for 
his breakthroughs in the understanding of acne and 
aging skin, he made major contributions to cutane-
ous myology, human hair follicle biology, skin barrier 
formation, contact dermatitis, atopic dermatitis, nail 
biology, eccrine and apocrine gland dysfunction, cor-
ticosteroid effects on the skin, photodermatitis, pig-
mentary disorders, xerosis, seborrheic dermatitis and 
cutaneous imaging. the breadth of this list is simply 
remarkable.  Dr. Kligman and his wife Dr. Lorraine Klig-
man have been very generous to the department 
and to physicians at all stages of their career.  this 
annual lectureship honors his legacy and, this year, 
featured a speaker presenting topics studied closely 
by Dr. Kligman himself: skin aging.

Featured speaker John J. Voorhees, MD, Chairman 
and Duncan and ella poth Distinguished professor 
of Dermatology at the University of Michigan Medical 
School, presented the lecture entitled “Skin Aging: 
Clinical and Basic Mechanisms.” Dr. Voorhees received 

his MD and completed his internship, residency, and 
postdoctoral training all at the University of Michi-
gan. He has served as the Chairman of Dermatolo-
gy at Michigan since 1975, focusing his research and 
clinical career on studying psoriasis and the aging of 
the skin. He elucidated the mechanisms behind the 
weakening of the skin’s collagen support by both nat-
ural processes as well as UV light, subsequently lead-
ing to the development of preventative agents with 
greater efficacy. 

in recognition of his substantial scientific contribu-
tions, Dr. Voorhees has received numerous accolades 
including the Lifetime Achievement Award from the 
national psoriasis Foundation, the Stephen roth-
man Memorial Award of the Society for investigative 
Dermatology and the Master Dermatologist Award of 
the American Academy of Dermatology among many 
others. He has served as president of many top pro-
fessional societies including Society for investigative 
Dermatology, Dermatology Foundation, Association 
of professors of Dermatology, the Michigan Dermato-
logical Society and the American Dermatological As-
sociation.  we were delighted to have Dr. Voorhees on 
campus to share his research with us.

Dr. Lorraine Kligman, Dr. Paul Gross & Dr. John Seykora 
6th Annual Albert M. Kligman  Dinner

bASIC 
SCIENCE 
RESEARCh 
mORNINg
On September 1, 2016, penn Dermatology faculty, fellows and stu-
dents gave presentations on their current research, fostering an ed-
ucational environment to learn about each other’s work and to pro-
mote collaboration. this year we had outstanding participation, with 
15 researchers presenting their work, allowing attendees to learn 
about innovation taking place here at penn Dermatology:

Alain Rook, MD, professor, Dermatology: “Overcoming Immune Checkpoints: Rele-
vance to Cutaneous T-cell Lymphoma”

ellen Kim, MD, Associate professor, Dermatology: “Targeted Monoclonal Antibody 
Therapies for CTCL: The Dream vs Reality”

Jules Lipoff, MD, Assistant professor, Dermatology: “Implementing Teledermatol-
ogy to Improve Access to Care”

Rob Micheletti, MD, Assistant professor, Dermatology & Medicine: “Stevens-John-
son Syndrome: A Multicenter Retrospective Cohort Study of 405 Patients”

Joy Wan, MD, postdoctoral fellow, Margolis lab: “Early and Late Onset Pediatric 
Atopic Dermatitis: Variations in the ‘Atopic March’”

Junko Takeshita, MD, PhD, MSCe, Assistant professor, Dermatology: “Racial/
Ethnic Disparities in Healthcare Utilization for Chronic Inflammatory Skin Diseases”

Cory Simpson, MD, PhD, postdoctoral fellow, Holzbaur lab: “Using Advanced Mi-
croscopy to Study Autophagy-Mediated Organelle Degradation in a Live Epidermal 
Model”

Brian Capell, MD, PhD, postdoctoral fellow, Berger lab: “Epigenetics and the Skin”

Christoph ellebrecht, MD, postdoctoral fellow, payne lab: “Novel Chimeric Immu-
noreceptors for Pemphigus Vulgaris (PV) Therapy”

Adam SanMiguel, phD thesis student, Grice lab: “Coming Clean: The Truth about 
Antimicrobial Drugs and the Skin Microbiome”

Chris Natale, phD thesis student, ridky lab: “Sex Hormones Regulation of Mela-
nomagenesis”

Thuzar Shin, MD, PhD, Assistant professor, Dermatology: “Study of REGN2810 in 
Patients with Advanced Cutaneous Squamous Cell Carcinoma”

Heather Rosengard, MD student, Cotsarelis lab: “Effects of Prostaglandin D2 on 
Hair Follicle Stem Cells and Progenitor Cells”

Xuming Zhu, PhD, postdoctoral fellow, Millar lab: “HDAC1/2 Regulate the Epithelial 
Response to Shh Pathway Activation”

Sixia Huang, PhD, postdoctoral fellow, rompolas lab: “The Role of Cutaneous In-
nervation in Stem Cell Activity and Wound Healing”
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the eighteenth Annual Ber-
nard L. Hohenberg Memorial 
Lectureship was held on June 
2, 2016 in the Smilow Center 
for translational research Au-
ditorium at the University of 
pennsylvania perelman School of 
Medicine. Gayle e. Reiber, MPH, 
PhD presented her lecture enti-
tled “Telewound Care and Wound 
Healing.” 

Dr. reiber is an epidemiologist and 
health services researcher. For the 
last 20 years, she was a Senior VA 
Career Scientist in Health Services 
research and Development and 
was affiliated with both the Seattle 
and Salt Lake City Centers for inno-
vation. in April she became emer-
itus professor in the Departments 
of Health Service and epidemiol-
ogy at the University of washing-
ton. She continues as a professor 

of Medicine at the University of 
Utah and as Associate Director of 
the Salt Lake City VA Health Ser-
vices research and Development 
Center for innovation. 

Dr. reiber received her MpH from 
Johns Hopkins University School 
of Hygiene and public Health in 
1975 and her phD from the Univer-
sity of washington School of pub-
lic Health and Community Medi-
cine, Department of epidemiology 
in 1989. Dr. reiber’s major research 
includes prevention and treatment 
of lower limb wounds, telehealth, 
diabetes self-management and 
older women’s health. She was Co-
pi of a five year VA teledermatol-
ogy service and research project 
implemented in  Alaska, washing-
ton, Oregon, northern California, 
idaho and western Montana that 
benefited over 10,000 Veterans. 

18Th ANNUAL 
hOhENbERg LECTURE

Dr.  Gayle E. Reiber, 18th Annual Hohenberg 
Lecturer

SkIN bIOLOgy & DISEASES
RESOURCE-bASED CENTER 

SBDRC Core Faculty Members (from left to right): todd ridky, MD, 
phD; Aimee payne, MD, phD; John Seykora, MD, phD; Sarah Millar, phD; 
David Margolis, MD, phD; elizabeth Grice, phD; George Cotsarelis, MD; 
Joel Gelfand, MD, MSCe

we are delighted to announce the establishment of a 
new penn Skin Biology and Diseases resource-based 
Center (SBDrC), which has been funded by the na-
tional institute of Arthritis and Musculoskeletal and 
Skin Diseases / niH with a $4M grant over 5 years. 
the Center Director is Sarah e. Millar, phD, Vice-Chair 
for Basic research in the Department of Dermatol-
ogy; the Co-Director is George Cotsarelis, MD, Chair 
of Dermatology. the goal of the Center is to promote 
research in skin biology and skin diseases and to ex-
pedite translation of basic findings to clinical practice 
by facilitating interactions between investigators, 
supporting innovative and interdisciplinary projects, 
and bringing new investigators into the field. SBDrC 
members will have access to specialized subsidized 
research core facilities, pilot and Feasibility Study 
grants, and educational and mentoring opportunities 
as described below.

Core A: Skin Histology and Characterization, led by 
John Seykora, MD, PhD, provides innovative, state-
of-the-art services to characterize the histopatholog-
ic and molecular features of skin samples from human 
patients and genetically engineered mice. this core 
facilitates mouse modeling of human disease.

Core B: Skin Procurement and Engineering, led by 
Aimee Payne, MD, PhD, provides fresh skin and 

primary skin cells from normal and diseased humans 
and mice as well as expertise and reagents for func-
tional analyses of normal and genetically modified 
human skin in vitro and in vivo.

Core C: Study Design and Data Analysis, led by 
David Margolis, MD, PhD, provides epidemiological 
and analytical expertise to guarantee the successful 
design and analysis of research studies focusing on 
cutaneous biology. this core seeks to increase the 
impact and relevance of pre-clinical studies to human 
disease. 

Pilot & Feasibility Studies:
Full pilot and Feasibility grants of $20,000-$50,000 for 
junior faculty lacking rO1 or pO1 funding, faculty from 
other disciplines proposing new skin-related projects, 
and faculty proposing innovative and collaborative 
interdisciplinary and/or translational bench-bedside 
projects.
Mini-grants of $15,000 to support transition to inde-
pendence for physician-scientists in training and se-
nior post-doctoral fellows.

Speaker Series & Annual Research Retreat
the SBDrC will sponsor outstanding speakers in ar-
eas relevant to cutaneous biology and disease and 
an annual research retreat.  Stay tuned for more de-
tails!

Internal Grant Review & Mentoring
the SBDrC will organize internal reviews for members’ 
niH grant submissions in areas relevant to cutaneous 
biology and disease; mentoring committees for junior 
faculty members and trainee Associate Members; 
and a Diversity Committee to advise on strategies to 
support women and diversity faculty and trainees.

Community Outreach
the SBDrC will host a Saturday Academy on four con-
secutive Saturdays in March-April to introduce local 
high school students to the excitement and promise 
of cutaneous research. Stipends will also be available 
for two high school students per year to conduct sum-
mer research projects in Dermatology laboratories.

For more information or to become a member of the 
SBDrC, visit us at our SBDRC website or contact us 
at sbdrc@mail.med.upenn.edu.

pENN CUTANEOUS
pAThOLOgy SERVICES

IMMUNOFLOUReSCeNCe, 
LARGe ANTI-BODY MeNU, 
eLISA MeTHODOLOGY

FAST TURN AROUND TIMe & 
CUSTOMIZeD SeRVICeS

DeRMPATH PHYSICIAN 
LINK (DPL) & eLeCTRONIC 
INTeRFACING

7 Dermatopathologists with Specialties including:

•	 Melanoma & Melanocytic Lesions
•	 Keratinocytic Lesions & Differentiation
•	 Alopecia
•	 Adnexal tumors
•	 Genetic Skin Diseases
•	 nail Disorders & Histopathology of the nail Unit
•	 tropical & infectious Dermatologic Conditions
•	 inflammatory Dermatoses

1 Oral Pathologist with specialties in:

•	 inflammatory & Autoimmune Mucosal Lesions, Oral 
preneoplasia and Cancer

SUPPORT AN eXCePTIONAL HISTORY OF eDUCATION, ReSeARCH 
AND THe HIGHeST STANDARD IN PATIeNT CARe

A facility of the University of pennsylvania health Systems

866.
DERm.
LAb

https://dermatology.upenn.edu/sbdrc/
mailto:sbdrc@mail.med.upenn.edu
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NEW ThERApy TREATS 
AUTOImmUNE DISEASE 
The Payne Lab has shown that engineered T cells can 
selectively target the antibody-producing cells that cause 
autoimmune disease

Aimee S. Payne, MD, PhD, the Albert M. Kligman Associate professor of Dermatology 
and Michael C. Milone, MD, PhD, an Assistant professor of pathology and Laboratory 
Medicine, have found a way to remove the subset of antibody-making cells that cause an 
autoimmune disease, without harming the rest of the immune system. the team studied 
an autoimmune disease called pemphigus vulgaris (pV), a condition in which a patient’s 
own immune cells attack a protein called desmoglein-3 (Dsg3) that normally adheres skin 
cells. Current therapies for autoimmune diseases, such as prednisone and rituximab, 
suppress large parts of the immune system, leaving patients vulnerable to potentially 
fatal opportunistic infections and cancers.

the penn researchers demonstrated their new technique by successfully treating an oth-
erwise fatal autoimmune disease in a mouse model, without apparent off-target effects, 
which could harm healthy tissue. the results were published in the July 8 issue of Science. 
“this is a powerful strategy for targeting just autoimmune cells and sparing the good im-
mune cells that protect us from infection,” said Dr. payne. 

Drs. payne and Milone adapted the technique from the promising anti-cancer strategy 
by which t cells are engineered to destroy malignant cells in certain leukemias and lym-
phomas. “Our study effectively opens up the application of this anti-cancer technology to 
the treatment of a much wider range of diseases, including autoimmunity and transplant 
rejection,” Milone said.

the key element in the new strategy is based on an artificial target-recognizing receptor, 
called a chimeric antigen receptor, or CAr, which can be engineered into patients’ t cells. 
in human trials, researchers remove some of patients’ t cells through a process similar to 
dialysis and then engineer them in a laboratory to add the gene for the CAr so that the 
new receptor is expressed in the t cells.  the new cells are then multiplied in the lab before 
re-infusing them into the patient. the t cells use their CAr receptors to bind to molecules 
on target cells, and the act of binding triggers an internal signal that strongly activates 
the t cells, so they swiftly destroy their targets.

the basic CAr t cell concept was first described in the late 1980s, principally as an an-
ti-cancer strategy, but technical challenges delayed its translation into successful thera-
pies. However, since 2011, experimental CAr t cell treatments for B cell leukemias and lym-
phomas, cancers in which patients’ healthy B cells turn cancerous, have been successful 
in some patients for whom standard therapies had failed.

B cells, which produce antibodies to fight invading pathogens, can also cause autoimmu-
nity. Dr. payne researches autoimmunity, and a few years ago, a postdoctoral researcher 
in her laboratory, Christoph t. ellebrecht, MD, took an interest in CAr t cell technology as a 
potential weapon against B cell-related autoimmune diseases. Soon payne’s lab teamed 
up with Milone’s, which studies CAr t cell technology, in the hope of finding a powerful 
new way to treat these ailments.

“we thought we could adapt this technology that’s really good at killing all B cells in the 
body to target specifically the B cells that make antibodies that cause autoimmune 

LeFt: (from left to right) 
Dr. Aimee Payne, 
Dr. Michael Milone & 
Dr. Christoph Ellebrecht 
photo Credit: paul Foster, penn 
Medicine

riGHt: Dsg3 CAAr treatment 
of mice with experimental 
pemphigus vulgaris results 
in no blistering, in contrast 
to control CAr-treated mice 
who show classic blisters of 
pemphigus vulgaris. 

disease,” said Milone. “targeting 
just the cells that cause autoim-
munity has been the ultimate goal 
for therapy in this field,” noted 
payne.

A more disease-specific 
receptor
in the new study, for which elle-
brecht was first author, the team 
took aim at pemphigus vulgaris 
(pV). this condition occurs when a 
patient’s antibodies attack mole-
cules that normally keep skin cells 
together. when left untreated, pV 
leads to extensive skin blistering 
and is almost always fatal, but 
in recent decades the condition 
has been treatable with broadly 
immunosuppressive drugs such 
as prednisone, Mycophenolate 
Mofetil and rituximab.

to treat pV without causing broad 
immunosuppression, the penn 
team designed an artificial CAr-
type receptor that would direct pa-
tients’ t cells to attack only the B 
cells producing harmful anti-Dsg3 
antibodies. the team developed a 
“chimeric autoantibody receptor,” 
or CAAr, that displays fragments 
of the autoantigen Dsg3, the same 
fragments to which pV-causing 
antibodies and their B cells typi-
cally bind, as payne’s laboratory 

and others have shown in prior 
studies. the artificial receptor acts 
as a lure for the B cells that target 
Dsg3, bringing them into fatal con-
tact with the therapeutic t cells.

testing many variants, the team 
eventually found an artificial re-
ceptor design that worked well in 
cell culture, enabling host t cells 
to efficiently destroy cells pro-
ducing antibodies to desmoglein, 
including those derived from pV 
patients. the engineered t cells 
also performed successfully in a 
mouse model of pV, killing des-
moglein-specific B cells and pre-
venting blistering and other man-
ifestations of autoimmunity in the 
animals. “we were able to show 
that the treatment killed all the 
Dsg3-specific B cells, a proof of 
concept that this approach works,” 
stated Dr. payne.

t cell therapies can be complicat-
ed by many factors. But in these 
experiments, the penn scientists’ 
engineered cells maintained their 
potency despite the presence of 
anti-Dsg3 antibodies that might 
have swarmed their artificial re-
ceptors. in addition, there were no 
signs that the engineered t cells 
caused side effects by hitting the 
wrong cellular targets in the mice.

the team now plans to test their 
treatment in dogs, which can also 
develop pV and often die from the 
disease. “if we can use this tech-
nology to cure pV safely in dogs, 
it would be a breakthrough for 
veterinary medicine, and would 
hopefully pave the way for trials of 
this therapy in human pemphigus 
patients,” payne said. Also on the 
horizon are applications of CAAr t 
cell technology for other types of 
autoimmunity.  “if you can identi-
fy a specific marker of a B cell that 
you want to target, then in princi-
ple this strategy can work,” payne 
said.

Other co-authors of the study in-
clude Dr. Vijay G. Bhoj, Arben nace, 
eun Jung Choi, MS, Dr. Xuming 
Mao, Dr. Michael Jeffrey Cho, Dr. 
John t. Seykora and Dr. George 
Cotsarelis, all of penn; Dr. Giovanni 
Di Zenzo of the istituto Dermopa-
tico dell’immacolata in rome; and 
Dr. Antonio Lanzavecchia of the 
institute for research in Biomedi-
cine in Bellinzona, Switzerland.

For more information about sup-
porting these research efforts, 
please contact Caitlin Crowe Doelp 
at 215.746.2167  or ccrowe@ 
upenn.edu.

mailto:ccrowe@upenn.edu
mailto:ccrowe@upenn.edu
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it has been a year since we lost 
our friend and colleague, Dr. Jen-
Chih Hsieh. Jen-Chih was an ex-
traordinarily talented scientist 
and delightful human-being who 
deeply enjoyed teaching science 
to the students in our lab. with 
help from many of you, we estab-
lished the Jen-Chih Hsieh Memo-
rial research Fund at penn Der-
matology to honor his legacy and 
to support students who want to 
experience laboratory research in 
dermatology.  

we thank our supporters for their 
generous donations and are hap-
py to announce that three scholar-
ships were awarded to students to 
promote their laboratory research 
experience.  the 2016 Jen-Chih 
Hsieh Memorial Scholarship Award 
recipients are Heather Rosen-
gard, Shahaan Razak, and Mary 
Blumenfeld. 

Heather rosengard graduated 
from princeton University in 2011 

with a BA in History of Science and 
a MpH from tel Aviv University’s 
Sackler School of Medicine in 2012. 
She is currently enrolled in the 
Johns Hopkins University School 
of Medicine and completed three 
years of study prior to joining the 
Cotsarelis laboratory in 2015. She 
studies the effect of prostaglan-
dins on hair follicle stem cells. She 
will return to Hopkins next year 
and will receive her MD in 2018. 

Shahaan razak graduated from 
the University of Miami in 2012 
with a BS in Kinesiology and 
Human & Social Development. 
He earned a Master’s degree 
in education at Johns Hopkins 
University in 2014, and completed 
the Bryn Mawr post-baccalaure-
ate program in 2016 before apply-
ing to medical school for fall 2017. 
He studies models of human hair 
growth in the lab. 

Mary Blumenfeld joined penn 
Dermatology in September 2016 

after completing the Bryn Mawr 
post-baccalaureate program 
and is currently applying to med-
ical school for fall 2017. Mary 
graduated from Bryn Mawr Col-
lege in 2012 with a BA in psychol-
ogy. She studies the effect of dif-
ferent compounds on hair growth. 

Heather, Shahaan, and Mary each 
received a stipend of $2,500 for 
their research projects in the Cot-
sarelis Lab. 

to learn more or to make a contri-
bution, please visit the Jen-Chih 
Hsieh Memorial Page.

pARTNERINg WITh
pENNDeRM

Pilot Research Projects- 
Honoring Leaders
As the oldest dermatology department in the coun-
try, penn Dermatology has been shaped by many 
great leaders whose legacies live on through their sci-
entific breakthroughs. established in 1874 by Dr. Louis 
Duhring, penn Dermatology follows the traditions of 
many great 19th and 20th century physician research-
ers who worked collaboratively and across disciplines, 
such as with the engineering school. As a contributor 
to pilot research projects in cutaneous regeneration, 
penn investigators gain the ability to impact patients 
worldwide with novel approaches to skin diseases, in-
novative treatments and the potential for cures.

Fellowship Training Programs- 
Supporting New Investigators
penn Dermatology’s training programs attract the 
most outstanding candidates, developing leaders in 
dermatologic research, academic and clinical derma-
tology. Funds directed toward fellowship training pro-
grams guarantee penn Dermatology’s long tradition 
of educating exceptional scientists and clinicians.

endowed Professorships- 
Rewarding Innovation
Supporting the work of penn’s physician scientists 
is of utmost priority. endowed professorships in in-
vestigative dermatology provide penn Dermatology 
with the ability to retain and attract exceptional fac-
ulty. For decades, penn’s preeminent dermatologists 
and researchers consistently receive recognition for 
excellence in patient care, research discoveries and 
education. endowed professorships are instrumental 
in permanently recognizing the dedication of the de-
partment’s faculty and their important work.

Laboratories and Research Facilities- 
Promoting Scientific Advancement
research space is of great necessity. new laborato-
ries and instruments provide the path to great dis-
coveries. with the right resources, penn Dermatolo-
gy will develop a cutaneous regeneration and tissue 
engineering effort focused on developing new treat-
ments for skin disorders.

private philanthropy meets funding needs not covered by government grants or insurance reimbursements. 
Your donation enables us to break new ground and to improve upon existing therapies. 

philanthropic gifts of all sizes to support our research, educational and clinical endeavors are greatly appre-
ciated. naming opportunities within the department begin at the $25,000-level. Additionally, any gift can be 
given outright, through a planned giving vehicle, or can be structured to be paid over a 5-year period. 

For more information about partnering with penn Dermatology, please contact Caitlin Crowe at penn Medi-
cine Development & Alumni relations at 215.746.2167 or ccrowe@upenn.edu. 

penn has consistently moved the dermatology field forward through personalized care and therapeutic 
advances. the Department of Dermatology works continuously to develop new techniques and therapies 
through research and to educate the next generation of outstanding physicians and researchers. 

to maximize our expertise and potential, improvements to our research infrastructure are required. Basic, 
translational and clinical research activities are the hallmark of our clinical care and patient outcomes. with sig-
nificant philanthropic investments, this department will move forward addressing pressing medical challenges 
in dermatologic care and will be instrumental in improving diagnoses, new surgical techniques and quality of 
life. Lastly, offering the best multidisciplinary care for our patients remains a top priority. 

JEN-ChIh hSIEh mEmORIAL
RESEARCh FUND SChOLARShIpS 

(From Left to right) Heather Rosengard, Shahaan Razak & Mary Blumenfeld
Jen-Chih Hsieh Memorial research Fund Scholarship recipients

Department of Dermatology Fundraising Priorities

mailto:ccrowe@upenn.edu
http://givingpages.upenn.edu/rememberingJenChih
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“It’s important to 
help those who 
help so many! 
misha Rosenbach 
is the face of 
penn medicine. 
Compassion and 
Innovation...”

- Joan Siegel

Dr. Misha Rosenbach is the first at Penn Medicine to utilize Apple’s ResearchKit 
and develop a new app to study sarcoidosis

LEVERAgINg TEChNOLOgy 
TO STUDy RARE DISEASE

pictured above: Home screen of new Sarcoidosis App, set to launch in early 2017

penn Dermatology continues to 
seek innovative ways to advance 
our understanding and treatment 
of diseases through the latest 
technology. Misha Rosenbach, 
MD, Assistant professor of Der-
matology and internal Medicine 
at penn Medicine and founder of 
penn’s Sarcoidosis Clinic, recent-
ly partnered with Dan O’Connor, 
a penn medical student, to de-
velop an iphone app for patients 
with sarcoidosis. the app, which 
is currently in its testing phase 
and due to launch in early 2017, 
provides patients with vetted, 
up-to-date information about 
their disease, links patients to lo-
cal support groups and expert 
caregivers and has an optional 

research component which aims 
to help physicians track detailed 
information about the impact of 
this complex disease on patients.

Sarcoidosis is an inflammatory dis-
ease characterized by the pres-
ence of granulomas. it requires 
interdisciplinary care as it affects 
the lungs (90% of patients), skin 
(25-30%), eyes (25%), and less 
commonly, the heart and brain. 
the cause is largely unknown 
but seems to stem from a combi-
nation of environmental factors 
and genetic predisposition. For 
patients diagnosed with this dis-
ease, the long-term clinical tra-
jectory spans a wide spectrum, 
from barely detectable to chronic 

deterioration and rarely, death. Be-
cause sarcoidosis patients experi-
ence such a high degree of vari-
ability and severity of symptoms, 
understanding the true impact of 
sarcoidosis has been a challenge. 
through this novel approach us-
ing mobile app-based data collec-
tion, physicians will have access to 
an exponentially larger amount of 
patient information than ever be-
fore, aiding them in drawing logical 
inferences between data points 
and eventually communicating 
them into actionable information.

Development and Design of the 
Sarcoidosis App
Dr. rosenbach and Dan O’Connor 
used Apple’s researchKit as the 
platform for the app, which allowed 
them to customize the design 
based on their desired outcomes. 
this framework allows physicians 
to obtain important patient infor-
mation, coupled with the ability to 
continuously track a significantly 
larger and varied population com-
pared to traditional studies.  the 
app is extremely user friendly and 
requires minimal effort from pa-
tients. it interfaces with Apple’s 
HealthKit to record metrics such 
as heart rate, step count and ca-
loric output, which are valuable 
pieces of information in a disease 
where exercise has proven to miti-
gate symptoms for some.   

to promote functional ease for pa-
tients, the app consists of just four 
tabs at the bottom:

•	 A	Dashboard to log symptoms 
over time, providing insights into 
how activity level might fluctu-
ate during flare-ups.

•	 A	 Learn tab provides a scientifically-vetted 
knowledge base to help patients learn more about 
sarcoidosis. it also uses GpS to connect them with 
local experts and support groups, an invaluable re-
source for patients with a rare disease.

•		 A	Profile tab contains general information about 
the patient and a link to leave the study at any 
time.

•	 An	Activities tab contains surveys that indicate 
how the disease influences patient quality of life. 
the app responds to each patient’s unique disease 
trajectory, using an algorithm to push the most 
relevant surveys to each user.  For example, if the 
app detects a flare up, it will increase the frequency 
of the surveys and alter the questions based on 
symptoms.

Future Implications 
Dr. rosenbach, who in 2015 received penn Medicine’s 
highest clinical honor with induction into the Acade-
my of Master Clinicians, currently follows about 150 
patients with sarcoidosis with varying degrees of 
severity. Certified in both internal Medicine and Der-
matology, he is well equipped to manage the most 

complex medical dermatologic problems and serves 
as an advocate for patients with rare diseases. He 
believes the implications for this technology are 
huge, especially for orphan diseases where typical 
studies involve so few patients. Other health-based 
apps have proven incredibly powerful; in the case of 
mpower, an app that tracks patients with parkinson’s 
Disease, the volume of patient data received was 
unprecedented, with 7,406 patients enrolled in the 
study in the first six hours after the app launched. 
By comparison, the largest parkinson’s Disease study 
prior to this had 1,700 enrolled patients. this ampli-
fication of data points will hopefully help form the 
basis for potential new approaches to treatment and 
improvement of patient quality of life. Dr. rosenbach 
hopes to mimic mpower’s high level of patient enroll-
ment and retention with his app by also engaging 
with patients remotely and eliminating barriers to 
traditional studies. He is currently working to develop 
standards of care for patients with sarcoidosis and 
information gleaned from the app will aid greatly in 
this pursuit. App-based research offers huge promise 
for physicians and researchers to connect with large 
numbers of patients with rare diseases and to gath-
er information from a large population longitudinally 
over time.   

penn Dermatology is grateful for all of the philanthropic partners who help advance our missions in research, education and patient care. Support from 
philanthropist Joan Siegel has helped to accelerate important research initiatives focusing on rare dermatologic diseases, including sarcoidosis.

ThE pOWER OF 
phILANThROpy
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highlight of discoveries

Welcome neW faculty
 
Bruce Brod, MD

Dr. Bruce Brod received his MD from the University of pennsylvania perelman 
School of Medicine in 1987 and completed his residency in dermatology 
in 1991. He joined penn Dermatology as a Clinical Assistant professor in 
1999 and was appointed Clinical professor in 2013. His clinical career has 
focused on the treatment of contact dermatitis, and he has served as the 
co-director of the Occupational and Contact Dermatitis Clinic at the Hospital 
of the University of pennsylvania since 1998. Dr. Brod sees patients at the 
perelman Center for Advanced Medicine and penn Medicine Valley Forge.

Joined november 2016

Joining July 2016 Joining July 2016

Joining July 2016Joining September 2016 Joined February 2016

Joining July 2016

New Research Tries to Crack the Code of
Diabetic Foot Ulcers
elizabeth Grice, Phd, Assistant professor of Derma-
tology, and her team study the microbiome of the skin 
and have recently focused on examining its variability 
in diabetic foot ulcers. these chronic wounds are as-
sociated with exorbitant costs as well as a significant 
mortality rate, as 45 to 55 percent of diabetic foot ul-
cer patients will die within five years. in a study led 
by post-doctoral researcher Lindsay Kalan, Phd, 100 
patients with diabetic foot ulcers were followed for 26 
weeks, or until the wound healed or required amputa-
tion. participants all received the same medical care, 
which included having their deep wound fluid sampled 
every two weeks. when Dr. Grice’s team analyzed the 
samples, they found 80 percent of them contained 
fungi, a stunning number much higher than previous 
estimates. this study provides a more precise read-
out of how microbial communities fluctuate and how 
they are linked to outcomes. they found that fungi 
were able to get a stronger foothold in wounds with 
a high level of dead tissue, which could lead to more 
complications. they also showed that fungal patho-
gens closely interact and form structures with bacte-
rial pathogens co-isolated from the wounds. the next 
steps for Dr. Grice and her team are to more precise-
ly determine how the microbes are impairing healing 
and to analyze the impact they could be having on 
patient outcomes. 

to learn more about this research, please visit the 
Penn medicine News website.

Survey of Dermatology Residency Programs 
Shows Increase in Skills-Based Training,
Assessment
Joseph Sobanko, md, Assistant professor of Der-
matology, and his colleagues examined the current 
landscape of surgical training in dermatology residen-
cy, specifically looking at the extent to which deliber-
ate practice methods are used. As programs begin 
to transition away from apprentice-based learning 
into more simulation-based training, it is important 
to examine the variability among them and establish 
a benchmark to improve upon. Dr. Sobanko and his 
team conducted a survey of program directors at 117 
Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical educa-
tion-approved dermatology residencies and received 
responses from 42 program directors. they found 
that over half of programs (57%) dedicate 10 to 30 
hours each year to surgical didactics. Sixty-nine per-
cent of programs use simulation models, while 62% of 
programs use formal assessment-guided feedback in 
evaluating surgical skills. Deliberate practice methods 
allow trainees to continually practice and refine their 
surgical techniques without the immediate needs of 
patients superseding their training goals. As cutane-
ous surgery becomes more complex, adapting the 
structure of training programs to adequately prepare 
residents will help continue to ensure excellence in 
patient care.

to learn more about this study, please visit the 
dermatologic Surgery Journal website.

 Colleen Dwyer-Shin
transitioned permanently into new role as 

the Clinical nurse Manager for the Medical 

Dermatology Clinic at the perelman Center

 Kimberly Regan
promoted to Clinical nurse Manager for the 

penn Dermatology Oncology Center

 Kristen Reid
transitioned permanently into new role as 

the practice Manager for the Medical Derma-

tology Clinic at the perelman Center

 Marc Swan
promoted to program Coordinator for the 

penn Dermatology Oncology Center

staff spotlight

upenn alumni
WE WOULD LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU!

the Department of Dermatology is committed to staying connected with our talented alumni. please 
share with us updates of your recent activities and accomplishments, or simply send us your most cur-
rent contact information so that we can stay connected.

whether it has been 5 or 50 years since your time with the University of pennsylvania, we look forward 
to hearing about all of the exciting things you have been up to. please e-mail us at the following address:

PennDermAlumni@uphs.upenn.edu  

mailto:PennDermAlumni@uphs.upenn.edu
https://www.pennmedicine.org/news/news-blog/2016/november/new-research-tries-to-crack-th
http://journals.lww.com/dermatologicsurgery/Abstract/2016/08000/Assessing_Surgical_Training_and_Deliberate.8.aspx
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penn medicine 
at Cherry hill

penn medicine 
University City

NEW
pENNDeRM 
LOCATIONS
Penn Dermatology Moves to University City
this fall, the Department of Dermatology finalized its move to penn 
Medicine University City’s (pMUC) brand new facilities located at 3737 
Market Street, 11th Floor, philadelphia, pA 19104. this move offers in-
creased space and resources that will help streamline services, im-
prove access to patient and enhance the overall patient experience.

General dermatology and Genetic disease dermatology* services 
are offered by the following providers:

•		Douglas Pugliese, MD, MPH: Chief, PPMC Dermatology 
•		Jules Lipoff, MD 
•		Temitayo Ogunleye, MD 
•		Cory Simpson, MD, PhD* 
•		Marie Uberti-Benz, MD 
•		Joy Wan, MD 
•		Rachel Woods, CRNP, MSN 
patients can schedule an appointment at pMUC by calling 
800.789.PeNN (7366).

Penn Dermatology Comes to Cherry Hill, NJ
As the Department seeks to expand its practices, penn Dermatolo-
gy is pleased to announce that its new location in Cherry Hill opened 
in July 2016. the penn Dermatology Cherry Hill office is located at 
penn Medicine Cherry Hill, 1865 route 70 east, 2nd Floor, Cherry Hill, 
nJ 08003.

General dermatology services are provided by Joe Kist, MD at 
this location. patients can schedule an appointment by calling 
800.789.PeNN (7366).

Penn Dermatology Now in Washington Square
earlier this year, penn Dermatology opened a practice at penn 
Medicine washington Square. the penn Dermatology washington 
Square office is located at penn Medicine washington Square, 800 
walnut St, 16th floor, philadelphia, pA 19107.

Cosmetic and general dermatology services are provided by Susan 
Taylor, MD at this location. patients can schedule an appointment 
by calling 800.789.PeNN (7366).

penn medicine 
Washington 

Square

https://www.pennmedicine.org/for-patients-and-visitors/penn-medicine-locations/penn-medicine-washington-square
https://www.pennmedicine.org/for-patients-and-visitors/penn-medicine-locations/penn-medicine-university-city
https://www.pennmedicine.org/for-patients-and-visitors/penn-medicine-locations/penn-medicine-cherry-hill


 
Bruce Brod, MD
Received the Dermatology 
Foundation 2015 Practitioner of the 
Year Award 

faculty 
awards
& honors
Our talented faculty members receive numerous awards and recognition for 
their outstanding contributions and achievements

 
Sarah Millar, PhD
Received the 2016 FOCUS Award 
for the Advancement of Women in 
Medicine 
Received the 2017 William Montagna 
Lectureship Award from the SID

 
Carrie Kovarik, MD
Received the Clarence S. 
Livingood, MD, Memorial Award and 
Lectureship

 
Aimee Payne, MD, PhD
Elected to the American Society for 
Clinical Investigation
Named the 2016 International 
Pemphigus and Pemphigoid 
Foundation Physician of the Year

 
Ellen Kim, MD
Named Chair of the Medical 
Advisory Council for the Cutaneous 
Lymphoma Foundation in May 2016

 

Elizabeth Grice, PhD
Received the 2016 Michael Brown 
New Investigator Award 

Clinical Practices of the University of 
Pennsylvania Employee of the Year
Congratulations to Kim Regan, Dermatologic Surgery Nurse 
Manager, and Marc Swan, Dermatologic Surgery Fellowship 
Coordinator, who received the CPUP Employee of the 
Year Awards! They were two of the three recipients for all 
employees in CPUP.

Employee of the Year is awarded to CPUP Employees who 
have demonstrated significant contributions to the Clinical 
Practices of the University of Pennsylvania, including 
productivity enhancements, improvements to patient care, 
customer service excellence, financial stewardship and 
exceeding established department goals

TOP (from left to right):  Dr. Jillian Lautenbach, Service Domain Team Member; 
Deborah Rose, Service Domain Administrative Co-Chair; Kimberly Regan, CPUP 
Employee of the Year; & Dr. Andrew Litwack, Service Domain Physician Co-Chair 

BOTTOM (from left to right):  Dr. Jillian Lautenbach, Service Domain Team Member; 
Deborah Rose, Service Domain Administrative Co-Chair; Marc Swan, CPUP 
Employee of the Year; & Dr. Andrew Litwack, Service Domain Physician Co-Chair 

 
Best Overall Award for 
Service Excellence
Congratulations to the Dermatologic 
Surgery division at Penn 
Dermatology Bucks County for 
being awarded Best Overall for 
Service Excellence.

Pictured (from left to right): 
Stacy Serviss; Kara Ward, RN & 
Krista Kalnas, HT

Not Pictured: 
Amber Crumpton, CSA 
Monica Davis, HT 
Jeremy Etzkorn, MD 
Hillary Kinnon, CSA 
Megan Klusaritz RN 
Jennifer Ruhling, RN

3rd annual
cPuP sErVIcE
EXcEllEncE awards
CPUP staff and faculty were recognized during Penn Medicine Experience 
week, celebrating Penn’s collective commitment to service excellence



CARMELA 
VITTORIO, MD
VICE CHAIR, OPERATIONS
General Dermatology, Skin 
Cancer, Cutaneous T-Cell 
Lymphoma, Acne Vulgaris, 
Rosacea and Laser Hair 
Removal   

215.662.2737

JOEL GELFAND, 
MD, MSCE
VICE CHAIR,
CLINICAL RESEARCH
Acne, Eczema and Psoriasis

215.662.2737

DEPARTMENT  OF DERMATOLOGY
FACULTY 2016

GEORGE 
COTSARELIS, MD
CHAIRMAN
Hair and Scalp Disorders   

WILLIAM
JAMES, MD
VICE CHAIR, EDUCATION
Immunodermatology, Travel 
Related Disorders, Acne and 
Rosacea 

SARAH 
MILLAR, PhD
VICE CHAIR,
BASIC RESEARCH
Signaling Mechanisms 
Regulating the Embryonic 
Development and Postnatal 
Growth of Skin Appendages

EDWARD
BONDI, MD

Sun Damaged Skin, 
Melanoma and 
Non-Melanoma Skin Cancer  

KATHERINE 
BROWN, MD

General Dermatology

EMILY CHU,
MD, PhD

Genodermatosis, 
Dermopathology and 
Cutaneous Oncology   

CHERIE DITRE, MD

Cosmetic Dermatology

ROSALIE 
ELENITSAS, MD

Pigmented Lesions and 
Melanoma  

JEREMY
ETZKORN, MD

Micrographic Surgery, 
Reconstructive Surgery and 
Cutaneous Oncology 

ELIZABETH
GRICE, PhD

Wound Healing, Genomics, 
Microbiome and Innate 
Immunity  

ILYA LIM, MD

General Dermatology and 
Psoriasis 

CHRISTOPHER 
MILLER, MD

Micrographic Surgery, 
Reconstructive Surgery and 
Cutaneous Oncology 

WAINE
JOHNSON, MD

Dermatopathology

ELLEN KIM, MD

Cutaneous T-Cell Lymphoma, 
General Dermatology and 
Melanoma and Pigmentrary 
Disorders 

CARRIE
KOVARIK, MD

Tropical and Infectious 
Dermatologic Disorders and 
Dermopathology 

JULES LIPOFF, MD

General and Medical 
Dermatology, HIV and 
Immunosuppression 
Dermatology

DAVID MARGOLIS, 
MD, PhD

Chronic Wounds and Leg 
Ulcers

ROBERT 
MICHELETTI, MD

Graft versus Host Disease,
Vasculitis and Infectious
Diseases 

MICHAEL MING, MD

Melanoma, Dysplastic Nevi 
and Pigmented Lesions  

TEMITAYO 
OGUNLEYE, MD

General Dermatology, Skin of 
Color and Hair Disorders 

LISA PAPPAS-
TAFFER, MD

General Dermatology, 
Autoimmune Conditions, Side 
Effects of Chemotherapy and 
Urticaria   

JAMES
LEYDEN, MD
(EMERITUS)

Acne 

AIMEE PAYNE,
MD, PhD

General Dermatology and 
Autoimmune Blistering 
Diseases

DOUGLAS 
PUGLIESE, MD

General Dermatology and 
Wound Healing

CATHERINE
QUIRK, MD

General and Medical 
Dermatology

TODD
RIDKY, MD, PhD

General and Medical 
Dermatology, Tissue 
Engineering, Cancer Biology 
and Oncogene Signaling  

610.902.2400 215.662.2737 215.898.2633

215.662.2737 610.902.2400

215.662.2597 610.902.2428 215.662.2737

215.898.3179 215.662.2597 215.662.2737

215.662.2737 215.662.2737 215.662.2737

215.662.2737 215.662.6534 215.662.6926 215.662.2737

215.662.2737 215.662.2737 215.662.8060 610.902.2400 215.573.5709

215.662.2737

215.504.7700

215.504.7700

THOMAS LEUNG, 
MD, PhD

Wound healing, Regenerative 
Medicine and Inflammatory 
Skin Diseases

215.662.2737

JULIANA CHOI,
MD, PhD

General Dermatology, Acne, 
Rosacea and Hyperhidrosis

215.662.2737

MARK
BECHTEL, MD

Medical Dermatology, 
Autoimmune Disorders,
Pediatric Dermatology and 
Cutaneous Disorders of 
Pregnancy

215.504.7700

ZELMA
CHIESA FUXENCH,
MD, MSCE

Inflammatory Skin Diseases

215.662.2737

PAUL
HAUN, MD, MS

Cuteanous T-Cell Lymphoma 
and Dermatopathology

215.662.2737

JOSEPH KIST, MD

General Dermatology

215.662.2737

BRUCE BROD, MD

Contact Dermatitis and
Occupational Dermatology

215.662.2737

ALAIN ROOK, MD

Cutaneous T-Cell Lymphoma 
and Other Immune Mediated 
Diseases

MISHA 
ROSENBACH, MD

Cutaneous Sarcoidosis, 
Adverse Drug Reactions and 
Autoimmune Skin Diseases 
(Connective Tissue and 
Blistering) 

215.662.2737 215.662.2737

PANTELIS 
ROMPOLAS, PhD

Cutaneous Stem Cells in 
Regeneration, Homeostasis 
and Pathophysiology

215.573.4002

FACULTY 2016 CONTINUED

SUSAN
TAYLOR, MD

Cosmetic Dermatology and
Skin of Color

215.454.3308

THUZAR
SHIN, MD, PhD

Micrographic Surgery, 
Reconstructive Surgery and 
Cutaneous Oncology 

JENNIFER 
VILLASENOR- 
PARK, MD, PhD

Skin Lymphoma, 
Non-Melanoma Skin Cancer, 
General Dermatology and 
Cosmetic Dermatology

RUDOLF ROTH, MD

General Dermatology and 
Dermatologic Surgery

ADAM RUBIN, MD

Nail Disorders, Histopathology 
of the Nail Unit and
Dermatopathology 

JOHN
SEYKORA, MD, PhD

Dermatopathology and 
Cutaneous Diseases 
Exhibiting Abnormal 
Keratinocyte Differentiation  

JOSEPH
SOBANKO, MD

Micrographic Surgery, 
Reconstructive Surgery and 
Cosmetic Dermatology

SHOBANA
SOOD, MD

Micrographic Surgery, 
Photodynamic Therapy, Laser 
Therapy and Cosmetic 
Dermatology  

JOHN STANLEY, MD

Blistering Diseases and 
Pemphigus

610.902.2400 215.662.4194

215.898.0170 215.662.6534 610.902.2400

215.662.2737

215.662.2737

215.504.7700

SARA SAMIMI, MD

General Dermatology, 
Cutaneous T-cell Lymphoma 
and Melanoma

215.662.2737

FAIZAN
ALAWI, DDS

Oral and Maxillofacial 
Pathology

LESLIE CASTELO- 
SOCCIO, MD

Pediatric Dermatology and 
Pediatric Hair Disorders

GLEN
CRAWFORD, MD

Allergic, Environmental and 
Occupational Dermatology 

STACEY 
ENGLANDER- 
TURNER, MD, FAAD

General and Medical 
Dermatology

STEVEN 
FAKHARZADEH, MD

General Dermatology and 
Genetic Skin Disorders

PAUL GROSS, MD

Clinical Dermatology and 
Dermatopathology

MELINDA JEN, MD

Pediatric Dermatology

PATRICK 
McMAHON, MD

Pediatric Dermatology

MARISSA
PERMAN, MD

Pediatric Dermatology, 
Epidermolysis Bullosa and 
Polycystic Ovarian Syndrome

DANIEL
ROLING, MD

General Dermatology 

JAMES TREAT, MD

Acne, Atopic Eczema, Genetic 
Skin Disorders, 
Hemangiomas, Port Wine 
Stains and Other Vascular 
Anomolies    

MARIE 
UBERTI-BENZ, MD

General Dermatology 

ALBERT YAN, MD

Acne, Atopic Dermatitis, 
Childhood Blistering Diseases, 
Genetic Skin Diseases, 
Hemangiomas and Vascular 
Lesions    

215.590.2169

215.662.8060

215.662.2737

215.662.2737215.829.3576

215.573.5709215.662.2737215.573.7638 215.662.2737 215.662.2737

215.590.2169 215.590.2169 215.590.2169

ASSOCIATED FACULTY 2016

JULIE WAHRMAN 
CRAMER, MD

General Dermatology, 
Pediatric Dermatology and 
Cosmetic Dermatology

RICHARD 
WORTZEL, MD, PhD

General Dermatology, Skin 
Cancer, Psoriasis and Eczema 

SANDRA 
WORTZEL, MD

General Dermatology

VICTORIA
WERTH, MD

Autoimmune Blistering and 
Connective Tissue Diseases 

215.662.2737215.504.7700 215.504.7700215.504.7700

SASHA
STEPHEN, MD

Complex Medical
Dermatology

215.662.8060

JENNA
STREICHER, MD

Pediatric Dermatology

215.590.2169

JUNKO
TAKESHITA, MD, 
MSCE

Health Disparities and
Inflammatory Skin Diseases

215.662.2737

https://www.pennmedicine.org/for-patients-and-visitors/find-a-program-or-service/dermatology/dermatology-team


COmmENTS OR SUggESTIONS?
215.898.3240 (TEL)  215.573.2033 (FAX)

PENNDERM NEWS
DUhRINg gRAND ROUNDS SChEDULE
DECEMBER 2016 - JUNE 2017

DECEMBER 1, 2016
9:00 Am - 10:00 Am
10:00 Am - 11:00 Am
11:00 Am - 12:00 pm

DECEMBER 8, 2016
9:00 Am - 10:00 Am
10:00 Am - 11:00 Am
11:00 Am - 12:00 pm

DECEMBER 15, 2016
9:00 Am - 10:00 Am
10:00 Am - 11:00 Am

DECEMBER 22, 2016
9:00 Am - 10:00 Am
10:00 Am - 11:00 Am

DECEMBER 29, 2016

JANUARY 5, 2017
9:00 Am - 10:00 Am
10:00 Am - 11:00 Am

JANUARY 12, 2017
9:00 Am - 10:00 Am
10:00 Am - 11:00 Am

JANUARY 19, 2017
9:00 Am - 10:00 Am
10:00 Am - 11:00 Am

JANUARY 26, 2017
9:00 Am - 10:00 Am
10:00 Am - 11:00 Am

FEBRUARY 2, 2017
9:00 Am - 10:00 Am
10:00 Am - 11:00 Am
11:00 Am - 12:00 pm

FEBRUARY 9, 2017
9:00 Am - 10:00 Am
10:00 Am - 11:00 Am
11:00 Am - 12:00 pm

patient Viewing, pCAm, Suite 1-330S
patient Discussion, SCTR Auditorium
Lecturer: Eric Simpson, MD, MCR
professor & Director of Clinical Trials
Department of Dermatology
Oregon health & Science University
Title: “Clinical Research in Atopic 
Dermatitis”
Location: SCTR Auditorium

patient Viewing, pCAm, Suite 1-330S
patient Discussion, SCTR Auditorium
Lecturer: Johann Gudjonsson, MD, 
PhD
Assistant professor
Department of Dermatology
University of michigan
Title: “Psoriasis – Genetics and Novels 
Insights”
Location: SCTR Auditorium

patient Viewing, pCAm, Suite 1-330S
patient Discussion, SCTR Auditorium

patient Viewing, pCAm, Suite 1-330S
patient Discussion, SCTR Auditorium

No Grand Rounds: Happy Holidays!

patient Viewing, pCAm, Suite 1-330S
patient Discussion, SCTR Auditorium

patient Viewing, pCAm, Suite 1-330S
patient Discussion, SCTR Auditorium

patient Viewing, pCAm, Suite 1-330S
patient Discussion, SCTR Auditorium

patient Viewing, pCAm, Suite 1-330S
patient Discussion, SCTR Auditorium

patient Viewing, pCAm, Suite 1-330S
patient Discussion, SCTR Auditorium
Lecturer: Lloyd Miller, MD, PhD
Associate professor of Dermatology, 
Infectious Disease, Orthopaedic 
Surgery & materials Science and 
Engineering
Faculty member, Cellular and molecular 
medicine (Cmm) and pathobiology 
graduate programs
Johns hopkins Department of 
Dermatology
Title: “IL-1 and IL-17 in innate and 
adaptive skin immunity to 
Staphylococcus aureus”
Location: SCTR Auditorium

patient Viewing, pCAm, Suite 1-330S
patient Discussion, SCTR Auditorium
Lecturer: Keisuke (Chris) Nagao, MD, 
PhD
Earl Stadtman Investigator, Dermatol-
ogy branch
CCR, NCI, National Institutes of health
Title: “Mechanisms that regulate skin 
immune homeostasis”
Location: SCTR Auditorium

FEBRUARY 16, 2017

FEBRUARY 23, 2017

MARCH 2, 2017

MARCH 9, 2017
9:00 Am - 10:00 Am
10:00 Am - 11:00 Am
11:00 Am - 12:00 pm

MARCH 16, 2017
9:00 Am - 10:00 Am
10:00 Am - 11:00 Am

MARCH 23, 2017
9:00 Am - 10:00 Am
10:00 Am - 11:00 Am

MARCH 30, 2017
9:00 Am - 10:00 Am
10:00 Am - 11:00 Am

APRIL 6, 2017
9:00 Am - 10:00 Am
10:00 Am - 11:00 Am
11:00 Am - 12:00 pm

APRIL 13, 2017
9:00 Am - 10:00 Am
10:00 Am - 11:00 Am
11:00 Am - 12:00 pm

APRIL 20, 2017

APRIL 27, 2017

MAY 4, 2017
9:00 Am - 10:00 Am
10:00 Am - 11:00 Am
11:00 Am - 12:00 pm

No Grand Rounds: Resident 
In-Training Exam

patient Viewing, pCAm, Suite 1-330S
patient Discussion, SCTR Auditorium

No Grand Rounds: 75th Annual AAD
march 3 - 7, 2017
Location: Orlando, FL

patient Viewing, pCAm, Suite 1-330S
patient Discussion, SCTR Auditorium
Lecturer: Maria Hordinsky, MD
professor and Department head 
Department of Dermatology
University of minnesota
Title:  “AA, Cicatricial Alopecias, and the 
Symptomatic Scalp”
Location: SCTR Auditorium

patient Viewing, pCAm, Suite 1-330S
patient Discussion, SCTR Auditorium

patient Viewing, pCAm, Suite 1-330S
patient Discussion, SCTR Auditorium

patient Viewing, pCAm, Suite 1-330S
patient Discussion, SCTR Auditorium

patient Viewing, pCAm, Suite 1-330S
patient Discussion, SCTR Auditorium
Lecturer: Thierry Olivry, DrVet, PhD
Diplomate American and European 
Colleges 
of Veterinary Dermatology, professor of 
Immunodermatology
NC State University College of 
Veterinary medicine
Title: “Autoimmune skin diseases in 
dogs: spontaneous analogs of human 
dermatoses”
Location: SCTR Auditorium

patient Viewing, pCAm, Suite 1-330S
patient Discussion, SCTR Auditorium
Lecturer: Elizabeth J. Phillips, MD, 
FRCPC, FRACP, FACTM, FIDSA
professor of medicine, pharmacology, 
pathology, microbiology and 
Immunology
Vanderbilt University medical Center
Director of personalized Immunology
John A. Oates Chair in Clinical Research
Oates Center for Experimental 
Therapeutics
Title: “Personalizing care of severe 
cutaneous drug reactions”
Location: SCTR Auditorium

No Grand Rounds: CHOP Philly Derm
April 21, 2017
Location: Orlando, FL

No Grand Rounds: 76th Annual SID
April 26 - 29, 2017
Location: portland, OR

patient Viewing, pCAm, Suite 1-330S
patient Discussion, SCTR Auditorium
Lecturer: Michael Tetzlaff, MD, PhD
Associate professor 
Department of pathology, Section of 

MAY 11, 2017
9:00 Am - 10:00 Am
10:00 Am - 11:00 Am
11:00 Am - 12:00 pm

MAY 18, 2017
9:00 Am - 10:00 Am
10:00 Am - 11:00 Am

MAY 25, 2017
9:00 Am - 10:00 Am

10:00 Am - 11:00 Am

June 1, 2017
9:00 Am - 10:00 Am
10:00 Am - 11:00 Am
11:00 Am - 12:00 pm

JUNE 8, 2017
9:00 Am - 10:00 Am
10:00 Am - 11:00 Am

JUNE 15, 2017
9:00 Am - 10:00 Am
10:00 Am - 11:00 Am

JUNE 22, 2017
9:00 Am - 10:00 Am
10:00 Am - 11:00 Am

JUNE 29, 2017
9:00 Am - 10:00 Am
10:00 Am - 11:00 Am

Dermatopathology
Department of Translational and 
molecular pathology
University of Texas mD Anderson 
Cancer Center
Title: TBA
Location: SCTR Auditorium

patient Viewing, pCAm, Suite 1-330S
patient Discussion, SCTR Auditorium
Lecturer: Karen Edison, MD
Chair, Department of Dermatology
philip C. Anderson professor
School of medicine
University of missouri health
Title: TBA
Location: SCTR Auditorium

patient Viewing, pCAm, Suite 1-330S
patient Discussion, SCTR Auditorium

No patient Viewing or Discussion
7th Annual Pillsbury Lectureship
Lecturer: TBA
Title: TBA
Location: SCTR Auditorium
Luncheon
Location: SCTR Commons

patient Viewing, pCAm, Suite 1-330S
patient Discussion, SCTR Auditorium
Bernard L. Hohenberg Memorial 
Lectureship
Lecturer: Stephen Thom, MD, PhD
professor, Emergency medicine
University of maryland
Title: “Vasculogenic Stem Cells and 
Wound Healing”
Location: SCTR Auditorium

patient Viewing, pCAm, Suite 1-330S
patient Discussion, SCTR Auditorium

patient Viewing, pCAm, Suite 1-330S
patient Discussion, SCTR Auditorium

patient Viewing, pCAm, Suite 1-330S
patient Discussion, SCTR Auditorium

patient Viewing, pCAm, Suite 1-330S
patient Discussion, SCTR Auditorium

WINTER 2016




